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learned about service, leadership, 
cooperation, gratitude, charity, 
mercy and encounter. 
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Bishops, state officials release information 
on safety, ethics of potential COVID-19 vaccines
By Jay Nies and Julie Asher

COVID-19 vaccines being developed by two major 
pharmaceutical companies do not contain human fetal tis-
sue and are free of aluminum salts or ethlymercury, accord-
ing to the State of Missouri’s recently updated COVID-19 
website.

“Although FDA-approved adjuvants (aluminum salts) 
and preservatives (ethlymercury) have a history of safe use 
in vaccines, they were not used by Pfizer and Moderna in 
this vaccine technology,” the website stated.

The Jefferson City diocese’s Communication Depart-
ment sent a link for the website to parishes on Dec. 7 to 
help respond to concerns about the safety and ethics of vac-
cines that are in the late stages of development for address-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.

The diocese also sent statements from Missouri’s Catho-
lic bishops and from two committee chairmen of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), affirming the 
moral permissibility of receiving either vaccine. 

The Missouri bishops’ statement was published in the 
Nov. 27 print edition of The Catholic Missourian and can be 
found online by searching “statement on COVID” at 

mocatholic.org
In it, the state’s bishops affirm the value of ethical med-

ical research but call for alternatives to using fetal tissue 
from aborted babies. 

“Fortunately, there are vaccines in line to be released 
soon that do not raise ethical concerns, even if some do,” 

See VACCINE, page 23

Catholic Charities expanding refugee, immigration services 

By Jay Nies
There will be no distinctions be-

tween native and foreign-born when 
the Lord returns in glory. 

Until then, two divisions of Catho-
lic Charities of Central and Northern 
Missouri (CCCNMO) must continue 
mediating such distinctions with char-
ity and prudence.

“This is important for all of us be-
cause we as Catholics and all follow-
ers of Christ are called to welcome the 
stranger among us,” stated CCCNMO 
Executive Director Dan Lester. 

He was speaking of the recent ap-
pointments of Samantha “Sam” Moog 
as the new director of the agency’s Ref-
ugee Resettlement Services (RRS) and 
of Lorna Tran to continue heading up 
the agency’s Immigration Services.

Both appointments took effect Dec. 
1. 

“Sam has a great passion for this 
work,” said Mr. Lester. “She has train-
ing in behavioral health and a back-
ground as a social worker. She has 
worked with refugee and migrant 
populations in the United States and 
abroad. She’s a community-builder and 
a great collaborator.”

He called Ms. Tran “a rock star.”
“Lorna’s dedication to help those 

who have fled war, religious or politi-
cal persecution has been life-changing 
to those who walk through Catholic 
Charities’ doors,” he said. 

Ms. Tran led both divisions for 13 
years. In that time, the work of Refugee 
and Immigration Services has outgrown 

Samantha Moog, newly appointed director of Catholic Charities of Central and Northern Missouri’s (CCCNM) 
Refugee Resettlement Services; Grace Wildenhaus, a newly-appointed associate director, and refugee case 
manager David Mazimano point the way to their Columbia office.

See WELCOME, page 15

Samantha Moog is new director 
of Refugee Resettlement

Lorna Tran to continue
directing Immigration Services
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Pray for deceased priests
Dec. 13 — Fr. Edwin J. Cole, St. Patrick, Laurie (2009)
Dec. 14 — Fr. Joseph W. Starmann, Our Lady of the Snows, 

Mary’s Home (2011)
Dec. 16 — Msgr. Edward E. Connolly, Holy Rosary, 

Monroe City (1973)
Dec. 19 — Fr. Guido M. Nardoni, Visitation of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, Vienna (1962); Fr. Leo G. Oligschlaeger, 
Assumption, Morrison (1972)

The Most Reverend W. Shawn 
McKnight, bishop of Jefferson 
City, makes the following ap-
pointments:

PARISH ASSIGNMENTS

Reverend Augustine A. 
Okoli, acceptance of resigna-
tion as Pastor of Immaculate 
Conception Parish, Montgom-
ery City and St. Patrick Par-
ish, Jonesburg, and continuing 
as Pastor of St. Joseph Parish, 
Martinsburg and Resurrection 
Parish, Wellsville.

Reverend R. William Peck-
man, acceptance of resignation 
as Pastor of St. Joseph Parish, 
Fayette, and continuing as Pas-
tor of Ss. Peter and Paul Parish, 
Boonville.

Reverend Paul M. Hartley, 
from Pastor of St. Mary Parish, 
Glasgow and St. Joseph Parish, 
Slater, to Pastor of Immaculate 

Conception Parish, Montgom-
ery City and St. Patrick Parish, 
Jonesburg.

Reverend Mark S. Smith, 
JCL, as Parochial Administra-
tor of St. Joseph Parish, Slater, 
and continuing as Parochial 
Administrator of St. Peter Par-
ish, Marshall and the Mission 
of Holy Family, Sweet Springs.

Reverend Joshua J. Dun-
can, from Parochial Vicar of 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 
Columbia, to Parochial Ad-
ministrator of St. Mary Parish, 
Glasgow and St. Joseph Par-
ish, Fayette, and continuing 
as Bishop’s Master of Ceremo-
nies.

Official Decree 
of Clergy Appointments

Given at the Chancery this 7th day of December 2020.

Most Reverend W. Shawn McKnight, S.T.D.
Bishop of Jefferson City 

Mrs. Constance Schepers
Chancellor

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS

Reverend Philip E. 
Niekamp, acceptance of resig-
nation as Vicar Forane (Dean) 
of the Columbia Deanery, and 
continuing as Pastor of St. Pius 
X Parish, Moberly, effective 
immediately.

Deacon Alan D. Sims, ac-
ceptance of resignation from 
Director of Catholic Cemeter-
ies, from Nursing Home Min-
istry, and from Prison Ministry, 
and continuing in parochial 
ministry at St. Stanislaus Par-
ish, Wardsville.

All appointments and resig-
nations, unless otherwise noted, 
are effective 1 January 2021.

Due to hospitals’ strict protocols during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, it is important to seek the sacraments of the Anointing of 
the Sick and Reconciliation prior to going to the hospital. 

Most hospitals only allow a priest to provide the sacraments of 
Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick if the patient has been 
placed on comfort care (hospice) or is nearing death. 

Anointing of the Sick 
ahead of a hospital stay

The Pregnancy Help Center 
in Jefferson City, Mo., is 
expanding its services and 
is in need of a Registered 
Nurse two days per week 
to perform ultrasounds 
and do case management. 
Please contact Leslie at 573-
644-6635 or phcjeffcity@
g m a i l .
com for 
m o r e 
info.

Registered Nurse 
Needed

of Central Missouri
PhC

The Chancery Office of the Diocese of Jefferson 
City is seeking an Administrative Assistant position 

in their Jefferson City office at 2207 West Main 
Street.

The Moderator of the Curia and Vicar 
General are seeking an accomplished Administrative 

Assistant to support their clerical needs. This 
individual must have excellent skills with Microsoft Office 
and the ability to prioritize and switch tasks as needed. This 
position is also responsible for training others, holds the key 
position for coordinating maintenance on office equipment 
and will serve as a back-up administrative assistant to the 
Bishop as necessary. Professionalism and confidentiality are 
essential.

Qualified candidates should email a resume to HRDir@
diojeffcity.org.

Administrative Assistant Needed

The Diocese of Jefferson City is seeking a bi-
lingual (Spanish/English) administrative assistant 
to support the Executive Director of Faith 
Formation and Hispanic Ministry as well as 
clerical support for our Vocations Department.

This individual will be expected to take 
minutes of meetings, compose letters, and will 

organize events in coordination with our Events Coordinator. 
It is essential that the candidate have the ability to translate 
both oral and written communications. Other duties include 
serving as back-up receptionist for the Catholic Center.

An energetic, welcoming disposition with a solid 
understanding of Hispanic culture and Catholic values is 
required. Final candidates will be asked to take a Word and 
Excel skills assessment.

Please send resume to HRDir@diojeffcity.org.

Administrative Assistant Needed

The Diocese of Jefferson City is seeking a Direc-
tor of Religious Education and Youth/Young Adult 

Ministry to administer the curriculum approval 
process within the diocese for parish-based reli-

gious education. The Director will provide direct 
support for, and development of, parish-based 

young adult leaders and youth ministers in the out-
reach, evangelization, faith formation and pastoral care of 
their youth. The Director will serve as a liaison between 
Newman Center campus ministers and the Chancery, as well 
as oversee the coordination of diocesan-supported youth 
ministry events at the diocesan, regional and national levels.

The Director of Religious Education and Youth/Young 
Adult Ministry will be expected to exercise diligence and 
oversight for the budget assigned to this ministry.

We are specifically seeking a bilingual candidate (English/
Spanish) who has the capability of ministering across cultures 
with well-developed social media skills. A master’s degree in 
catechetics, religious education, theology, or youth ministry 
is required.

Qualified candidates should email resume to:
HRDir@diojeffcity.org

Director of Religious Education
 & Youth/Young Adult Ministry
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Bishop McKnight’s
Calendar

 

The following appointments are tentative, depending on the 
pandemic. 

DECEMBER
Dec. 15 Meeting of Deans of the Diocese of Jefferson 

City (video conference), 10 am; Presbyteral 
Council meeting (video conference) 1 pm

Dec. 19 Our Lady of Lourdes Confirmation Ceremonies, 
10 am and noon, Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 
Columbia

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Mass, 7 pm, Cathedral of St. 
Joseph, Jefferson City

Please be so kind as to make this a part of your group and private prayer.

Intención del mes
de diciembre del

 Obispo McKnight
por nuestra

Iglesia Local
Por los hijos e hijas 

de la Iglesia. Para que 
seamos la luz del amor 

de Dios para el mundo a 
través de nuestra caridad 
sacrificial por aquellos en 
necesidad, especialmente 

los niños del mundo.

For the sons and 
daughters of the 
Church: that we may be 
the light of God’s love 
for the world by our 
sacrificial gifts for those 
in need, especially the 
children of our world.

Bishop McKnight’s 
December prayer 
intention for our 
Local Church

By Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service

Vatican City
Marking the 150th an

niversary of St. Joseph being 
declared patron of the Univer
sal Church, Pope Francis pro
claimed a yearlong celebration 
dedicated to the foster father of 
Jesus.

In a Dec. 8 apostolic letter, 
“Patris Corde” (“With a father’s 
heart”), the pope said Chris
tians can discover in St. Joseph, 
who often goes unnoticed, “an 
intercessor, a support and a 
guide in times of trouble.”

“St. Joseph reminds us that 
those who appear hidden or 
in the shadows can play an in
comparable role in the history 
of salvation,” he said. “A word 
of recognition and of gratitude 
is due to them all.” 

As Mary’s husband and 
guardian of the Son of God, 
St. Joseph turned “his human 
vocation to domestic love into 
a superhuman oblation of him
self, his heart and all his abili
ties, a love placed at the service 
of the Messiah Who was grow
ing to maturity in his home.”

Despite being troubled at 
first by Mary’s pregnancy, the 
pope added, St. Joseph was 
obedient to God’s will “regard
less of the hardship involved.”

“In every situation, Joseph 
declared his own ‘fiat,’ like 
those of Mary at the Annunci
ation and Jesus in the Garden 
of Gethsemane,” the pope said. 
“All this makes it clear that St. 
Joseph was called by God to 
serve the person and mission 

of Jesus directly through the 
exercise of his fatherhood and 
that, in this way, he cooperated 
in the fullness of time in the 
great mystery of salvation and 
is truly a minister of salvation.”

Obedient trust
Bishop W. Shawn Mc

Knight said he was pleased to 
hear about the pope’s procla
mation. 

“St. Joseph is a good exam
ple of a trusting, faithful ser
vant of God,” the bishop not
ed. “Without knowing all the 
details, he followed the plan of 
God in providing for and pro
tecting the Holy Family. 

“Every disciple is called to do 
the same: to trust in the provi
dence of God in their own life,” 
said Bishop McKnight.

He pointed out that many 
parishes in the Jefferson City 
diocese, including the Cathe
dral parish in Jefferson City, 
were founded under the pa
tronage of St. Joseph.

The bishop called to mind 
the Scripture passage in which 
Jesus stayed behind at the 
Temple without His parents’ 
knowledge (Luke 2:4150).

“Joseph and Mary searched 
for Him relentlessly until they 
found Him in God’s house,” 
said Bishop McKnight. “May 
we spend this year of celebra
tion following their example.” 

“Creative courage”
Pope Francis said St. Jo

seph’s unconditional accep
tance of Mary and his decision 
to protect her “good name, her 

dignity and her life” also 
serves as an example for 
men today, the pope 
added.

“Today, in our world 
where psychological, 
verbal and physical vio
lence toward women is 
so evident, Joseph ap
pears as the figure of a 
respectful and sensitive 
man,” he wrote.

Pope Francis also 
highlighted St. Joseph’s 
“creative courage,” not 
only in finding a stable 
and making it a “wel
coming home for the 
Son of God (Who came) 
into the world,” but also 
in protecting Christ 
from the threat posed by 
King Herod.

“The Holy Fam
ily had to face concrete 
problems like every oth
er family, like so many 
of our migrant brothers 
and sisters who, today, 
too, risk their lives to escape 
misfortune and hunger,” the 
pope said. “In this regard, I 
consider St. Joseph the special 
patron of all those forced to 
leave their native lands because 
of war, hatred, persecution and 
poverty.”

As a carpenter who earned 
“an honest living to provide 
for his family,” Christ’s earthly 
guardian is also an example for 
both workers and those seek
ing employment and the right 
to a life of dignity for them
selves and their families.

“In our own day, when em
ployment has once more be
come a burning social issue, 
and unemployment at times 
reaches record levels even in 
nations that for decades have 
enjoyed a certain degree of 
prosperity, there is a renewed 
need to appreciate the impor
tance of dignified work, of 
which St. Joseph is an exem
plary patron,” he said.

A call to prayer, action
The Apostolic Penitentiary, 

a Vatican tribunal that deals 
with matters of conscience, also 
issued a decree Dec. 8 stating 
that plenary indulgences will be 
granted to Catholics not only 
through prayer and penance, 
but also through acts of justice, 
charity and piety dedicated to 
the foster father of Jesus.

Among the conditions for 

receiving an indulgence are a 
spirit detached from sin, re
ceiving sacramental confession 
as soon as possible, receiving 

Holy Communion as 
soon as possible and 
praying for the Holy Fa
ther’s intentions.

However, the decree 
also highlighted several 
ways to obtain the in
dulgence throughout 
the year, including to 
those who “meditate on 
the prayer of the ‘Our 
Father’ for at least 30 
minutes or take part in 
a spiritual retreat of at 
least one day that in
cludes a meditation on 
St. Joseph.”

As a “just man,” the 
document continued, 
who guarded “the inti
mate secret that lies at the 
bottom of the heart and 
soul,” St. Joseph practiced 
the virtue of justice in 
“full adherence to the di
vine law, which is the law 
of mercy.”

“Therefore, those 
who, following the ex

ample of St. Joseph, will per
form a corporal or spiritual 

Pope proclaims a year dedicated to St. Joseph

See ST. JOSEPH, page 8

Mary, Joseph and the Baby Jesus are de-
picted in a wooden creche at Sacred Heart 
Cathedral in Rochester, N.Y. Christmas is 
a celebration of the infinite love of God, a 
love that is unbounded, a love that loos-
ens limitations and dissolves boundaries. 

— CNS photo/Mike Crupi, Catholic Courier

CENTRALBANK.NET | 573.634.1111 | MEMBER FDIC

More convenience than ever 
with over 100 branches and over 
200 ATM’s throughout Missouri.
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By Jay Nies
“Open wide the doors ...”
“Let us be the Church ...”
“Where friendship is nur-

tured and burdens are shared.” 
“One people. One Body in 

Christ.”
“We are better together.”
Catholic composer Shan-

non Cerneka’s newest com-
position builds momentum 
through repeated phrases and 
challenging summons to unity.

“The hopeless, the poor, 
the weak, the frightened, the 
meek, the helpless, the scared, 
the abused: they all belong,” 
stated Mr. Cerneka, director 
of music and youth ministry 
for St. Peter Parish and School 
in Fulton, and member of the 
popular musical duo, Oddwalk 
Ministries. 

Likewise, strangers, the sin-

ful and repentant, the hurting, 
those who are searching, exiled 
and fallen-away, and all who 
are rigid and self-righteous 
must be ushered through the 
open doorways. 

“When you open wide the 
doors, you’re letting in not 
only people who are seeking 
Christ but people who are go-
ing to question what you be-
lieve, who are not going to see 
or experience things or look at 
the Church the way you do,” 
said Mr. Cerneka. 

It can be hard, frustrating, 
even risky work. 

But as the song alludes, it’s 
for the best. 

“Better Together” points to 
Jesus’s burning prayer for uni-
ty as the cross loomed before 
Him — “that they may all be 
one, as You, Father, are in Me 
and I in You” (John 17:21).

“The Church is holy but 
messy if we’re doing it right,” 
Mr. Cerneka insisted. “So once 

you open the doors, 
you don’t close them 
again. And you don’t 
just leave them open 
but wide-open.” 

Whether or not 
a person accepts 
Christ’s invitation 
to step through the 
doorway and be-
come part of the 
community is up to 
that person.  

“But it’s not our 
place to get in the 
way of anyone being 
with Christ and His 
Church,” said Mr. 
Cerneka. “The ques-
tion is, do we close 
our doors to people 
and situations that 
we are uncomfort-
able with?”

Deeper longing
Mr. Cerneka 

composed “Better 
Together” this sum-
mer with help from friend and 
fellow Oddwalk performer 
Orin Johnson. 

It’s a simple tune in an 
easy key with uncomplicated 
chords. 

“I wanted it to be very ac-
cessible,” said Mr. Cerneka. “I 
think it is. The kids at St. Peter 
picked up on it right away.”

The initial inspiration came 
from Bishop W. Shawn Mc-
Knight’s catchy and oft-repeat-
ed appeal to unity and coop-
eration within the Church and 
beyond.

“Receiving the Eucharist is 
the most intimate thing we can 
do,” Mr. Cerneka pointed out. 
“But then what? There’s a life 
to be lived, a world to be lived 
in, and we’re not trying to es-
cape from that. We’re called to 
be in the world and help trans-
form it in Christ.

“That happens through the 
use of our gifts, our talents, our 
opportunities,” he said. 

The composer found even 
deeper meaning in the idea 
of “better together” during 

Cerneka’s ‘Better Together’ song is an urgent call to unity
Inspired by a guiding principle 
of the diocese’s pastoral plan, 
along with events of this year

this tumultuous year for the 
Church and U.S. society and 
in long periods of isolation due 
to the COVID pandemic.

“We are better as a Church 
when we are physically to-
gether, worshiping and serv-
ing God,” Mr. Cerneka said. 
“That’s one of the things that’s 
been so hard about this pan-
demic — having to get used to 
not being together.”

Even after Masses were 
reopened to the public and 
school resumed with in-person 
instruction, safe distances still 
needed to be maintained. 

“The closeness we long for 
still seems such a long way off,” 
he observed. 

Called together by Christ
Mr. Cerneka looked fur-

ther into the human condition, 
toward the deeper, perennial 
sources of division and alien-
ation that only God, working 
through His people, can remedy. 

“The ‘better together’ for the 
song came from this notion that 
despite the things that divide 
us, we are still better when we 
have a common bond,” he said. 

Not everyone has experi-
enced that bond. Some long 
for connection but don’t feel 
connected at all. 

“There are so many people 
that I think want to be good 
Christians, want to practice 
the faith well,” he said, “but 

they feel judged or 
pushed away, or like 
they just don’t be-
long.” 

The “Open Wide 
the Doors” theme 
— popularized by 
Pope St. John Paul II 
during the Church’s 
Jubilee 2000 celebra-
tion and echoed by 
Pope Francis nearly 
two decades later — 
speaks to actively ad-
dressing barriers to 
unity.

“We’re not a 
Church of the per-
fect,” said Mr. Cerne-
ka. “I think we some-
times forget that 
Christ came to us in 
this broken world 
to bring healing and 
reconciliation. As 
holy as He is, Jesus 
had dirt on His feet 
through most of His 
earthly life.”

And in getting His feet and 
hands dirty, Jesus restored re-
lationships, healed divisions 
and brought people one by one 
back into the fold.

He then said to do likewise. 
“It’s Christ Who calls us 

together,” Mr. Cerneka noted, 
“and it’s for a purpose: so we 
can worship Him and also so 
we can be sent out on mission.”

The more, the better
Mr. Cerneka and Mr. John-

son are working to have the 
words to “Better Together” lin-
guistically and culturally trans-
lated into Spanish. 

They hope the song also 
eventually finds its way into 
other languages. 

“That’s the spirit of it,” said 
Mr. Cerneka. “If we’re going 
to sing about being one com-
munity, then we have to make 
the song accessible to as many 
people as possible.”

In the meantime, the score 
and English lyrics are available 
online.

“All who are interested have 
our permission to use the mu-
sic and lyrics within the con-
text of school and worship set-
tings,” Mr. Cerneka stated. 

That may change if a pub-
lisher decides to license the 
song, “but for now, you can 
have it free of charge,” he said.

Oddwalkministries.com/
bettertogether

Shannon Cerneka and Orin Johnson (seated at 
piano) rehearse a song in St. Peter Church in 
Fulton.  — Photo by Erin Cerneka
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Hannibal, Missouri
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By Jay Nies
Ss. Peter & Paul Parish’s 

teenage youth group in Boon-
ville made a plan, asked for 
help, and witnessed God doing 
amazing things through their 
best efforts.

“I know I saw God’s face in 
the people we were able to help,” 
said youth group member Lil-
lian Rohrbach. “I hope they saw 
Him in me and everyone else 
who was working there. I hope 
they saw our love for them.”

The youth group spent sev-
eral weeks spearheading a com-
munity food drive to provide 
Thanksgiving Day meals for 
people in need.

They met with local business 
owners, placed collection bins at 
several locations, solicited cash 
donations from parishioners, 
and worked with a local grocery 
store to procure the food. 

They organized a sign-up 
process, assembled the boxes 
and bags, and carried out most 
of the food distribution the 
Saturday before Thanksgiving. 

That day, they visited with 
people, exchanged stories and 
basked in the light of their 
shared kinship in Christ.

“I could tell that Jesus’s 
word had gotten to many of 
the people by how appreciative 
they were,” said youth group 
member Zoey Lang.

This was the group’s first ser-
vice project of this magnitude. 

Father William Peckman, 
pastor of Ss. Peter & Paul Par-
ish, and the parish’s steward-
ship commission encouraged 
the youth group to take the 
lead on a project to help the 
community. 

It was one result of Bishop 
W. Shawn McKnight’s direc-
tive that parishes work on en-

ergizing the laity, promoting 
a spirituality of stewardship 
and becoming universally rec-
ognized centers of charity and 
sanctuaries of mercy. 

“The young people are very 
capable,” noted Theresa Krebs, 
Ss. Peter & Paul’s director 
of religious education. “We 
should never sell them short.” 

Lillian said organizing such 
an event from scratch was an 
adventure. 

“We really didn’t have much 
to go off of,” she stated. “We 
had no idea how many people 
would even sign up.”

Turns out, the volunteers 
were plentiful, the donors gener-
ous, and the needs substantial.

“God was really there with 
us,” said Lillian, “and it was 
great to see.” 

The owners of Midwest Au-
toworx, Breadeaux Pizza and 
Headlines Hair Salon in Boon-
ville let the food drive’s young 
organizers place collection 

boxes at their businesses. 
Thanks to the food donations 

and about $3,300 in cash contri-
butions, the group could provide 
the fixings for full Thanksgiving 
meals for 85 families — an esti-
mated 250 people. 

Parishioner Jim Coleman, 
manager of the local C&R 
Market grocery store, helped 
them stretch the money further 
to provide additional healthy 
food to each household.

Ss. Peter & Paul Knights of 
Columbus Council 1061 let 
them keep the perishable food 
cool in the council’s refriger-
ated trailer.

The local food pantry 

helped publicize the Thanks-
giving food distribution to its 
clients throughout October. 

“The key was to steer them 
in the right direction and let 
them take charge of the rest,” 

said parishioner Anecita Al-
vizo, one of the youth group’s 
adult coordinators.

“I remember the preparation 

Boonville parish youth spearhead food drive, distribution day

See THANKSGIVING, page 20

LEFT: Charlie Hubach, Ethan Walker and Lillian Rohrbach help 
fill bags with extra grocery staples such as macaroni and cheese, 
soups and canned goods. The Ss. Peter & Paul Parish youth 
group was able to purchase large quantities of these food items 

thanks to generous financial support of many parishioners. RIGHT: Allison Drummond, Dalton Johnson and Zoey Lang 
prepare grocery sacks for the parish youth group’s Thanksgiving distribution held Saturday, Nov. 21. The group was 
able to provide groceries to about 85 households in Boonville. More photos can be found online at cathmo.com.
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parish or school in your estate plans? 
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Please remember making a gift 
to your local parish

or school in your will
as a way of expressing your 
final act of stewardship for 

what God has given you 
throughout your lifetime.
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By Jay Nies 
Young Juan Diego was 

walking through Tepeyac, a 
place held sacred by his ances-
tors — a place of safety, of wel-
come, of peace. 

He heard birds singing, then 
he heard a gentle voice.

He followed the voice to 
where the Lady was waiting for 
him. 

Her clothes looked like the 
sun. The mesquite trees and 
cactus around her gave the im-
pression of a quetzal feather. 

These were holy symbols to 
Juan Diego’s people. 

She spoke in his language, 
addressing him by name and as 
“my dearest son.”

Her skin and facial features 
were like his. 

She was with child. 
He didn’t know who she 

was. He figured he was in 
heaven. 

She spoke: “I am the always-
virgin Mary, Mother of God.” 

The Creator of All used ev-
ery sign available to validate 
her claim, as if to say, “This is 
the woman I chose to be My 
mother, and I am introducing 
you to her. Hear her. She has a 
message for you.” 

The humble young man was 
about to be sent on a mission 
that continues to this day. 

“Juan Diego understood 
the language of the heart,” said 
Sister Ana Luisa Prieto Valdés 
of the Sisters of Charity of the 

Story of St. Juan Diego, Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
shows God’s patient love for all people

Incarnate Word. 
She was speaking to a group 

at St. Peter parish in Jefferson 
City last year on the Feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

“He received the catechism 
of heaven,” she said. “If we 
open our hearts, we can be like 
him.”

An unlikely missionary
Sr. Ana Luisa holds a doc-

torate in social anthropology 
from the Iberoamericana Uni-
versity in Mexico City.

A native of Chihuahua, 
Mexico, she has been heavily 
involved in education and in 
indigenous and farmer minis-
tries.

She was serving in the Jeffer-
son City diocese last year when 
she gave a presentation on Our 
Lady of Guadalupe in English 
in Jefferson City and in Span-
ish in Sacred Heart Church in 
Columbia. 

Our Lady’s miraculous ap-
paritions of 1531 to a poor, in-
digenous man in what is now 
Mexico City is credited with 
bringing millions of people to 
Christ.

St. Juan Diego, humble 
messenger of Our Lady, had 
radical faith and an open heart 
— just what God’s own chosen 
mother needed to spread the 
truth of His love and salvation 
across two continents.

Juan Diego would be a mis-
sionary to his own people and 
to those who had led them to 
the cross by the sword. 

“He didn’t know it yet, but 
the Virgin of Guadalupe knew 
that he was the one,” said Sr. 
Ana Luisa. “She was sending 
him on a very special mission.” 

She dispatched him as a 
messenger to the local bishop. 

“I would appreciate it so 
much for you to do the best 
you can,” she told him. “Tell 
him to construct a little house 

for me here, 
so people can 
come and I can 
give them my 
love and my 
peace and help 
them with all 
their needs.”

The young 
man responded, 
“My queen, I’m 
leaving to take 
your message.” 

“I will lead you”
Juan Diego 

went to the 
bishop’s palace 
right away but 
was not imme-
diately received. 

He begged 
the servants to 
let him speak to 
the bishop. 

Finally, the 
young man was 
given an audi-
ence. 

He showed 
God’s servant 
proper rever-
ence, then 
presented the 
Lady’s message about building 
her a little house at Tepeyac.

“And she wants to lead 
us and protect us and give 
us health and everything we 
need,” he added.

The bishop was skeptical 
and send him away. 

Juan Diego went back to Te-
peyac, a place that was safe like 
home to him. 

She was waiting. “Hello, my 
son.” 

He told her that with great 
difficulty, he presented her 
message to the bishop, but he 
did not receive it. 

She asked him to try again. 
“My queen,” he replied, 

“you are sending me to a place 
I do not know. Please send an-
other, very important person.”

“I will lead you,” she told 
him.

By treating him with re-
spect, she restored his God-
given dignity and reinforced 
his mission to do likewise for 
his people. 

He went again the next day, 
and he was again unsuccessful.

Juan Diego was overcome 
with sadness, knowing that he 
was carrying in his heart a mes-

sage from one whom God had 
chosen to be His mother.

But his word wasn’t enough. 
He returned to the Lady and 

asked her to give him a sign to 
share with the bishop, to help 
him believe. 

She said, “Come back to-
morrow morning, and I will 
give you a sign.”

Roses in winter
Juan Diego went home and 

found that his uncle was death-
ly ill and had lost the will to 
live — as had his people, their 
culture and the society that 
had built it.

Juan Diego’s uncle told him 
to call a priest, because he was 
dying.

The young man had to de-
cide whether to do what his 
uncle told him or keep his ap-
pointment with the Queen of 
Heaven. 

He decided that he would 
talk to the priest first, then re-
turn to Tepeyac to receive the 
promised sign.

He went by another route, 
to avoid seeing her. 

“But of course, she could see 
him wherever he was,” Sr. Ana 

Luisa noted. 
The Virgin 

came down the 
hill to greet 
him. 

“Hello, my 
loved son,” she 
said warmly. 
“Did you sleep 
well? How is 
your day?”

He said it 
hurt him deeply 
to disobey her, 
but he needed 
to help his uncle 
before it was too 
late. 

After listen-
ing with love, 
she said: “Let 
nothing dis-
turb your heart 
or your face. 
Am I not here, 
your mother? 
Are you not un-
der my shadow 
and my shelter? 
What else do 
you need? Your 
uncle will not 
die. Rest as-
sured that he is 

already healed.”
She was addressing not only 

his concern for a family mem-
ber but for his people, whose 
hearts were filled with sadness 
and who were convinced of 
their unworthiness. 

His confidence restored, 
Juan Diego again asked for an 
appropriate sign to take to the 
bishop. 

The Virgin sent him to the 
high part of a dry hill, where 
he found Castilla roses in full 
bloom.

It was winter, and the hills 
were dry. Flowers simply did 
not grow there.

Like the song of the birds 
that began his first encounter 
with the Lady, flowers were sa-
cred symbols for his people.

“For him, for his culture, 
and for all of us, he knew this 
was heaven,” Sr. Ana Luisa 
pointed out. 

Our Lady gathered up the 
roses and placed them in his 
cloak. 

“The Spanish had brought 
the truth of their God to 
the people, and their God is 

See OUR LADY, page 18

Sister Ana Luisa Prieto Valdés of the Sisters of Charity 
of the Incarnate Word stands next to a large reproduc-
tion of the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe that miracu-
lously appeared on the cloak of St. Juan Diego after the 
Blessed Mother’s apparition to him in 1531. Sr. Ana Luisa 
gave presentations on Our Lady of Guadalupe in Jeffer-
son City and Columbia in December of 2019.

— Photo by Jay Nies
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By Michael Stechschulte 
Catholic News Service

Detroit
Heroic trust in the Holy 

Spirit and a firm resolve to 
move forward “on mission” 
are at the heart of the Arch-
diocese of Detroit’s transition 
to “families of parishes,” Arch-
bishop Allen H. Vigneron 
said Nov. 22 in a new pastoral 
note.

Released on the feast of 
Christ the King and the 
fourth anniversary of the arch-
diocese’s Synod ’16, the note, 
titled “Led by the Spirit on 
Mission,” is the culmination 
of months of discernment 
since Archbishop Vigneron 
announced May 31, the feast 
of Pentecost, that the archdio-
cese will transition to a new 
pastoral and governance mod-
el for its 218 parishes

The plan calls for “families 
of parishes” whereby each of 
the archdiocese’s parishes will 
join a new family, but “each 
parish in a family will retain 
its own unique identity, simi-
lar to how each sibling has his 
or her own unique role in the 
family,” the archbishop said.

The final list of parish fami-
lies, which is expected to be 
released Dec. 9, was compiled 
after months of discernment 
and input from priests, bish-
ops and lay leaders, the arch-
bishop said. The transition 
will be made in two waves, 
with roughly half of parishes 
transitioning beginning July 
1, 2021, and the second half 
starting in July 2022.

In the Diocese of Pitts-
burgh, Bishop David A. Zu-
bik announced Nov. 29 that 
14 groupings of parishes will 
merge Jan. 4, 2021, to create 
14 new parishes. Forty parish-
es will be part of the mergers, 
bringing the number of par-
ishes in the Diocese of Pitts-
burgh from 107 to 81.

“This is a pivotal time for 
our diocese as we plan for the 
future of the Church of Pitts-
burgh,” Bishop Zubik said. 
“Southwestern Pennsylvania is 
radically different than it was 
100, 50, 20, even 10 years ago, 
yet the work of the Church 
and our call from God to bring 
His love to everyone continues 
as strong as ever.”

The mergers are part of 

Pittsburgh Diocese’s ongo-
ing “On Mission for The 
Church Alive!” strategic 
planning initiative, which 
is designed to help parishes 
mobilize their resources 
“to prioritize mission over 
maintenance.”

Bishop Zubik invited the 
faithful, with their “faith 
in Jesus and empowered by 
the Holy Spirit,” to “warmly 
welcome and serve each 
other as you become one 
parish family.”

In Detroit, the overall vi-
sion for the parishes is mod-
eled after structures success-
fully implemented in other 
dioceses, including London, 
Ontario, and the Archdio-
cese of Boston, in which par-
ishes “collaborate by sharing 
resources — including priests, 
deacons, and staffs across par-
ish lines — to further advance 
the mission Christ has entrust-
ed to His Church.”

In his Nov. 22 homily from 
the Cathedral of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament, the arch-
bishop said the feast of Christ 
the King was a “fitting day” 
to release the note, given what 
Christ teaches about the need 
to strive together toward the 
kingdom.

In the pastoral note, Arch-
bishop Vigneron identifies the 
key reasons for the archdio-
cese’s transition — including a 
well-publicized priest shortage 
— but emphasized its conti-
nuity with the vision of the 
archdiocese’s Synod ’16.

“When ‘Unleash the Gos-
pel’ (the archbishop’s post-
synodal pastoral letter) was 
published on Pentecost 2017, 
I committed our local Church 
to follow wherever the Holy 
Spirit would lead us in the 
coming years,” the archbishop 
said.

“There have been many 
moments for putting into ac-
tion the work of the synod, 
and now we reach an espe-
cially critical time for the 
implementation of the synod’s 
work,” he said. “Our new 
model of Families of Parishes, 
announced at Pentecost of this 
year, is a continuation for the 
fruits of Synod ’16 and Un-
leash the Gospel.”

Just as the synod called for 
parishes to be “Spirit-led and 

radically mission-oriented,” so 
families of parishes must also 
be aligned and equipped for 
evangelization.

“The structures we inher-
ited for our parishes served us 
well in the past, but we know 
from Synod ’16 ... that par-
ishes need to be realigned for 
mission,” the archbishop said, 
adding discernment also was 
shaped by the Vatican’s recent 
document on parish planning, 
“The Pastoral Conversion of 
the Parish Community in the 
Service of the Evangelizing 
Mission of the Church.”

Drawing on the themes of 
Unleash the Gospel, Arch-
bishop Vigneron enjoined the 
faithful to embrace habits that 
foster a greater trust and aban-
donment to Jesus, who com-
manded His apostles to “go 
forth and make disciples of all 
nations” (Mt. 28:16-20).

“This is not some off-hand 
passing remark of our Lord,” 
the archbishop said. “This is 
His charter for the first gen-
eration of disciples and their 
successors. It is the charter for 
the Church in Detroit — and 
for you and me.”

Although the pandemic, 
racial unrest and a contentious 
election have disrupted nor-
mal ways of ministry, “we are 
reminded that all people have 
a right to hear the Gospel pro-
claimed,” the archbishop said.

“A task of this magnitude 
is not accomplished by any-
one working alone. We need a 
new spirit of cooperation and 
a commitment to working to-

gether,” he said. “This must be 
coupled with a spirit of inno-
vation. Having a missionary 
mindset requires a willingness 
to try new things, even to fail 
at times, in an effort to ad-
vance the Gospel.”

In his announcement at 
Pentecost, Archbishop Vigner-
on called the move to “families 
of parishes “very important 
step in the life and mission of 
our local Church” that will al-
low parishes to more robustly 
serve their mission while pro-
actively responding to historic 
challenges that have been ex-
acerbated by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Different from the tradi-
tional model of merged par-
ishes, each parish in a “family” 
will retain its own canonical 
identity, but share a leadership 
team that may include priests, 
deacons, pastoral ministers 
and other parish staff.

Collaboration among par-
ishes isn’t new. Rather, it’s 
been a fact of life for several 
decades — a fact that should 
be celebrated and built upon, 
Archbishop Vigneron said.

Among the chief reasons 
for the switch to families of 
parishes is the need to renew 
the Priesthood, which has 
become stretched thin by 
a seemingly endless list of 
administrative tasks as the 
number of priests overall 
continues to shrink.

The archdiocese has a 
new website, familiesofpar 
ishes.org, where the faith-
ful can learn more about the 
plans. At their core, parish 
families will be groups of 
parishes — generally three 
to six — that share human 
and material resources in a 
spirit of collaboration.

In Pittsburgh, each of the 
mergers was requested by 
the priest-administrator of 

the grouping, after extensive 
consultation with parishio-
ners. Bishop Zubik consulted 
with and received consent 
from the diocesan priest coun-
cil and vicars general before 
approving each request.

“For two years, you have 
journeyed together on a road 
that is intended to unite you 
on the mission to bring the 
good news of Jesus to your 
neighbors and to strengthen 
all of you in faith,” Bishop 
Zubik said.

“This has not been a sim-
ple task,” he said. “Jesus never 
promised that it would be easy 
to carry His message of love and 
mercy to others. He was clear 
that sacrifice would be neces-
sary. However, you are position-
ing your new parish for more 
effective ministry by addressing 
financial needs, sharing resourc-
es and allowing your clergy to 
focus on the spiritual work for 
which they were ordained.”

Stechschulte is editor-in-chief 
of Detroit Catholic, the online 
news outlet of the Archdiocese of 
Detroit.

Detroit ‘families of parishes’ plan moves ahead; 
Pittsburgh diocese announces mergers

People pray at Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish in Plymouth, 
Mich., Nov. 24, 2020. Under the new “family of parishes” struc-
ture, each individual parish in the Archdiocese of Detroit would 
retain its identity, but would work more closely with neighbor-
ing parishes.  — CNS photo/Valaurian Waller, Detroit Catholic
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Death penalty and Catholics/ 
Seminarians and Roman collar
By Father Kenneth Doyle
Catholic News Service

Q. My home state recently made na-
tional news with the decision to go for-
ward with the executions of several in-
mates on death row. As a Catholic, I do 
not understand the idea of returning 
death for death, and I see executions as 
being more about revenge than any kind 
of justice. Surely life in prison would suf-
fice, and perhaps the inmate might be 
rehabilitated at some point and even ask 

forgiveness from the victim’s family. As Catholics, I believe 
that we are called to more than this — called to be advocates 
for peace, love and life. Can you comment? (southern Indi-
ana)

  
A. You make the case against the death penalty with cogency 

and eloquence. I agree with you completely — and more impor-
tant, Pope Francis does, too. In fact, in August 2018, the pope 
directed that the wording of the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
be changed to reflect the fact that, in the Church’s view, the death 
penalty is now no longer admissible under any circumstances.

 Previous to that, the Catechism did not exclude use of the 
death penalty in “very rare, if not practically nonexistent” cases 
(No. 2267). That earlier text said this: “Assuming that the guilty 
party’s identity and responsibility have been fully determined, the 
traditional teaching of the Church does not exclude recourse to 
the death penalty, if this is the only possible way of effectively 
defending human lives against the unjust aggressor.”

 But in the new wording, at Pope Francis’ direction, the Cat-
echism now universally opposes the use of capital punishment. 
Explaining the change, the new text states:

“Today, however, there is an increasing awareness that the dig-
nity of the person is not lost even after the commission of very 
serious crimes. In addition, a new understanding has emerged of 
the significance of penal sanctions imposed by the state. Lastly, 
more effective systems of detention have been developed, which 
ensure the due protection of citizens but, at the same time, do not 
definitively deprive the guilty of the possibility of redemption.”

  
Q. We were blessed to have a seminarian assigned to our 

parish for the summer to assist and to learn. He is not yet an 
ordained priest, yet he wore the Roman collar at Mass and at 
meetings. This has led to some confusion, with many parish-
ioners addressing him as “Father.” Is it appropriate for him to 
be wearing the collar? (upstate New York)

  
A. So the question is: When, in the course of his study, is it 

permissible for a Catholic seminarian to begin to wear clerical 
garb, including a Roman collar? And the answer — perhaps un-
fortunately — is this: There is no universal norm. The practice 
varies from diocese to diocese and from seminary to seminary.

In my own time in the seminary, we didn’t wear the collar 
until our final year of study (the same year we were ordained as 
deacons.) Until then, our “dress-up” clothes consisted of a black 
suit, white shirt and black tie. Today the practice is different, and 
seminarians seem to begin wearing the collar at an earlier point 
— in many cases, as they begin their studies in theology (the final 
four or five years before ordination to the Priesthood).

In some seminaries, the collar is worn even sooner, especially 
when the seminarian is engaged in a ministerial function (such as 
teaching religion or visiting a hospital). In the situation you men-
tion, I don’t see it as a major problem that some parishioners call 
the young man “Father”; he should be acting like a priest anyway, 
getting used to the behavior people expect from one called to a 
religious vocation.

QUESTION CORNER Papal Audience
December 9, 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters
In our continuing catechesis on Chris-

tian prayer, we now turn to the prayer of 
petition. The Catechism explains that in ev-
ery prayer we ask for the coming of God’s 
Kingdom in our lives and in our world. Je-
sus taught us to pray to our heavenly Father, 
acknowledging our total dependence on 
Him and trusting entirely in His providen-
tial care, even at the darkest moments in our 
lives. Prayer of petition arises naturally in human hearts. In the Bible, we see countless prayers 
to God to intervene in the face of our helplessness before situations of sickness, injustice, 
betrayal and despair. Even the simple cry, “Lord, help me!” is itself a powerful prayer. God 
always hears the cry of those who call upon Him. St. Paul tells us that our prayers echo the 
yearning of all creation for the coming of the Kingdom (cf. Rom. 8:22-24) and the fulfilment 
of God’s saving plan. We make our prayers of petition with confidence in Him Who has 
triumphed over all evil through the cross and resurrection of His Son and the sending of the 
Holy Spirit, who intercedes on our behalf and quietly works to transform all things.

I cordially greet the English-speaking faithful. On our Advent journey, may the light of 
Christ illumine our paths and dispel all darkness and fear from our hearts. Upon you and 
your families I invoke the joy and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ. God bless you!

work of mercy, will also be able to obtain the 
gift of the plenary indulgence,” it said.

Indulgences will also be granted to families 
and engaged couples who pray the Rosary to-
gether and thus imitate the “same climate of 
communion, love and prayer lived in the Holy 
Family.”

Other acts of devotion include entrusting 
one’s daily activities and prayers for dignified 
employment to St. Joseph, reciting the litany 
or any “legitimately approved” prayer to St. 
Joseph.

During this time of pandemic, the Apostolic 
Penitentiary also decreed that special indul-
gences will be granted to the elderly, the sick 
and all those who “for legitimate reasons are 

ST. JOSEPH
From page 3

prevented from leaving their home” by “recit-
ing an act of piety in honor of St. Joseph and 
committed to fulfilling the conditions as soon 
as possible.”

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted His only Son;

in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father

and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage,

and defend us from every evil.  Amen.

Don't just live life...
make it LEGENDARY!

HOME LOANS  •  COMMERCIAL LOANS  •  AG LOANS  •  AUTO LOANS  •  HELOC

Your town, your bank.
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In prison cell and dungeon vile
By Mark Saucier

Punctuation matters! There is a difference between “I’m sorry; I love you,” 
and “I’m sorry I love you.”

That Advent passage from Isaiah always sounded like “A voice cries in the 
desert, prepare the way of the Lord.”

Actually, there’s a colon. “A voice cries: in the desert prepare the way of the 
Lord.”

That changes everything. The desert is not the location of the voice, it is 
where the work must be done. It is through arid, barren and forsaken land-
scape that the Lord’s way must run.

A desert, though, is not just a place. It can be a pandemic, or any time of 
loss, depression or fear. 

For Father Alfred Delp, it was war. He was a pastor in Munich, helped 
smuggle Jews to Switzerland and was a member of the resistance.

He was arrested, tortured and hanged. He could have renounced his Priest-
hood and the resistance, but he chose the desert instead.

In solitary, he spent his days in prayer and writing bootlegged letters to his 
parishioners. 

He felt an urgency to do what he could. In a horrid desert of war and ho-
locaust, he could feel despair calling out for comfort, faint courage needing 
strength, and perplexity yearning for understanding.

From his cell, Delp wrote a lot about Advent, about how it should shake us 
from our stupor and sensitize us to the suffering in the world.

His Advent was not just about the coming birth of the Child, but our par-
ticipation in that still unfolding revelation of God that began one Holy Night.

For Delp, the Advent Road, the way of the Lord through the desert, was 
the path of freedom. 

Awaiting death, he found a new freedom, one more profound than its im-
postor posing as “do what I want.”

His freedom road demanded a toll of humility, compassion and generosity. 
He considered that a small price for an authentic encounter with self, with 
others and with God.

A mystic according to some, Delp believed he found himself in heaven 
before he died — not a place or a period of time, but a conscious union with 
God brought about by prayer and love.

In his desert he wrote, “This is seed time, not harvest. God sows the seed 
and some time or other He will do the reaping. The only thing I must do is 
make sure the seed falls on fertile ground.”

His last line should have ended with an exclamation point! Punctuation 
matters.

By Katie Prejean McGrady
Catholic News Service

“Hey babe, grab 
the saints blanket, 
will you?” I called 
out to my husband.

A few moments 
later, he returned 
with a black blanket, 
the New Orleans 
Saints signature gold 
fleur-de-lis embla-

zoned across the fleece.
“Oh, sorry.” I mumbled. “I meant the 

saints blanket, like with the holy men and 
women faces.”

He turned bright red. “I should’ve 
known,” and he shuffled off to go find 
the blanket.

Only in a Catholic family in Louisiana 
does “grab the saints blanket” become a 
potentially confusing request.

The “saints blanket” in question is 
my 3-year-old’s most prized possession, 
given to her nearly a year ago when she 
was having a hard time falling asleep at 
night because she was scared of the dark. 
A Catholic artist had released the item in 
her shop, and I instantly bought one, de-
termined the pictures of saints would be a 
comfort to my toddler.

I was right.
The blanket instantly became the “my 

saint friends” blanket, and Rose couldn’t 
sleep without it. Naptime. Bedtime. 
Snuggles on the couch. Gram & G’s 
house. Traveling for Christmas. The blan-
ket came everywhere, and the bedtime 
struggles and naptime battles ceased.

Being wrapped in the faces of Pa-
dre Pio, Mother Teresa, St. Josephine 

Bakhita, St. Therese of Lisieux, St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha, St. John Paul II, St. Maximil-
ian Kolbe, St. Oscar Romero, St. Gianna 
Molla, St. Philomena and St. Francis of 
Assisi was a comfort to our little girl.

Truthfully, it’s a comfort to me too.
Would that we all be wrapped in the 

faces — the lives and legacies — of the 
saints.

As a kid, I didn’t understand why we 
named parishes or schools after saints, 
nor did I grasp the logic behind naming a 
baby after a saint or hanging their pictures 
on the walls. Why do we have to pay so 
much attention to them? They were just 
holy people.

But that’s precisely why!
They were “just holy people” — just 

people, really. The saints are ordinary 
men and women who jumped at the 
God-given opportunity to live extraordi-
nary lives of holiness, walking in heroic 
virtue, dedicating their lives to His glory 
and service to His people and Church. 
We look to them so that we can try and 
do the same.

My love of the saints and devotion to 
certain saints began to grow in my 20s. As 
I navigated a new career and dating, and 
then newlywed and new mom life, differ-
ent saints came to the fore.

At first it was St. Therese. I learned I’d 
been baptized on her feast day, and she 
became a bit of a saintly sister, her little 
way and encouragement to love in small 
ways was helpful in the classroom with 
my freshman theology students.

Then it was St. John Paul, a pope I’d 

By Lucia A. Silecchia
It was a tiny, 

home sewn apron, 
made for a child of 3 
or 4 that I unpacked 
from a box of miscel-
laneous memorabilia 
in my family home. 
Judging from the 
small size, the au-
tumnal pattern, the 

familiar tiny stitches, and some vague but 
happy memories, I am guessing that my 
grandmother handmade this apron for 
either my sister or me so that we would 
be dressed appropriately for the joyous 
fanfare that involved making Thanksgiv-
ing dinner at my grandmother’s house. 
As I recall, this was a multi-day event 
that involved a crowded small kitchen, 
homemade pasta, Neapolitan desserts, 
fruit canned back in the summer and, I 
suppose, a turkey less enthusiastically in-
cluded to add an all-American touch to 
our otherwise Italian feast.

I was six years old when my grand-
mother died and a pared down version of 

My saint friends

these preparations then moved to my par-
ents’ home, the new headquarters for all 
my holiday memories. My grandmother’s 
death was the first great loss of my life, 
and the discovery of the tiny apron she so 
lovingly made had me missing her all over 
again — just as Thanksgiving does every 
year. There is something about the de-
sire to gather together in celebration that 
makes the missing more acutely missed. 

Since I was six, the list of those I miss 
and yearn for has grown. This is a natural 
unfolding of events, but one still painful as 
family ties beckon so strongly during the 
season of holidays and holy days that is 
now upon us. Losses of three more grand-
parents, then parents and the aunts and 
uncles in their generation are keenly felt 
this season. To be sure, I am richly blessed 
with so many who have been added to my 
circle of loved ones as marriages, births and 
friendships have expanded the cast of char-
acters that my heart holds dear.

And yet...
It takes only an old apron to remind 

me of what is lost. This year, there are 
many who are experiencing the loss of 

See SILECCHIA, page 18

See MCGRADY, page 18

loved ones for the first time. Deaths from 
COVID struck many families very hard, 
while the other diseases and tragedies that 
snatch our loved ones from us did not 
take any break this year. Because of the 
strange times we have lived through, so 
many have been unable to bid their loved 
ones farewell in the comforting rituals of 
faith, hope and love that I took for grant-
ed at the death of my own loved ones.

For many, this will also be a Thanks-
giving and Christmas season when, out of 
love and concern for the safety of friends 
and family, they will also miss the living 
who will not gather together as they usu-
ally do. A phone call, a Zoom chat and a 
virtual embrace may be the best that far-
flung families can do in a time of travel 
restrictions and safety warnings. Time 
and distance so easily keep us apart when 
seeing, hearing, and embracing those we 
love is such a deep desire of the heart.

And yet...
Every time I go to Mass, I proclaim that 

I believe in “the communion of saints.”  
This has crossed my mind more than once 
in recent days as I yearn for those who no 
longer walk through life with me and those 
who must remain far away this year. I do 
believe in the communion of saints. I do 
believe that the good and holy people I 
have loved still love me, and pray for me 
as I do for them. I do believe that I can see 
them again, in time, and at a banquet that 
far exceeds even the happy memories of 
my grandmother’s table. I do believe that 
the circumstances that keep me from see-
ing my loved ones this year will not keep 
me from loving them — or them from 
loving me — in whatever ways we can un-
til the time we can embrace again. 

The capacity to love each other is, be-
yond any doubt of mine, one of the great-
est gifts God placed in our hearts. It could 
not have been meant to be a gift tempo-
rary or fleeting. Rather, it endures both 
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By Ed Bode
Bible: God’s word for our sal-

vation in a manner for under-
standing by His contemporary 
audience and by all times with 
reference to the type of writing 
[literary genre] used for the pur-
poses of the final author: What 
is veiled in the Old Testament is 
revealed in the New Testament.

Opening the Bible, the 
world’s largest and oldest li-
brary, we begin this explana-
tion, study, and application of 
the weekend Mass scriptures.

Complete Bible texts are 
from the Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine; latest ap-
proval from the National Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops in 
1991. References to pronouns 
for God are capitalized.

Reading: Zepaniah 3:14-18a
This prophet lived about 

halfway between the years of 
Abraham and Jesus. Zepaniah 
wrote during the reign of Jo-
siah [640-609 BC] to undo an 
attempt of limited success to 
undo the apostocy of Manasseh, 
who preceeded Josiah, during 
the early part of the reform [2 
Chronicles 34:3-4].

Assyrian [capitol city: 
Asshur] power had been 
collapsing since 627, the 
death of Ashurbanipal, 
together with the gaining 
power of Babylon.

The exile of the Jews to 
Babylon began in 587 and 
lasted 48 years until 539 
with exiles also in Egypt.

•Asshur on the Tigris 
River is about 250 miles 
north-northwest of Bab-
ylon, on the Euphrates 
River.

•Babylon is almost 
500 miles east of Megid-
do on the Mediterra-
nean Sea.

The main theme is the Day 
of the LORD [Yahweh]: The 
solemn intervention in the 
progression of human history 
priviledged with God’s inter-
ventions.

“LORD” is the current 
custom to express the original 
Hebrew word, Yahweh, which 
Jews never pronounced.

Underlines in text are a 
method to emphasize.

The Biblical Verses
Protective presence of the 

LORD
14 Shout for joy, O 

daughter Zion! Sing joyfully, 
O Israel! Be glad and exult 
with all your heart, O daugh-
ter Jerusalem!

15 The LORD has re-
moved the judgment against 
you; He has turned away your 
enemies; the King of Israel, 
the LORD, is in your midst, 
you have no further misfor-
tune to fear.

Reassurance for Jerusalem
16 On that day, it shall 

be said to Jerusalem:
Fear not, O Zion, be not 

discouraged!
[Zion is the hill on which 

the Temple was built]
17 The LORD, your 

God, is in your midst, a 
mighty savior; He will rejoice 
over you with gladness, and 
renew you in his love,

18 He will sing joyfully 
because of you, as one sings at 
festivals.

•What does this Scripture 
say to your personal spiritual 
life?

•Where do you see your 
spiritual life fitting into this 
scriptural account?

Responsorial: Isaiah 12:2-3, 
4, 5-6.

Isaiah, an eighth century 
Jerusalem prophet, composed 
chapters 1 through 39 (of the 
current collection). Married 
with 2 sons, he was active 
about 40-some years during 
the reigns of four kings: Uzzi-
ah (becme king 783), Jothan, 
Ahaz, Hezikiah (died 687). 
The epoch witnessed civil and 
religious difficulties with As-
syria (invasion) and Babylon.

The Biblical Verses
God, Savior, brings strength, 

courage, joy
2 God indeed is my 

savior; I am confident and 
unafraid. My strength and my 
courage is the LORD, and He 
has been my savior.

3 With joy, you will 
draw water at the fountain of 
salvation.

Praise the Lord of Zion for 
worldwide proclamation 

4 and say on that day: 
Give thanks to the LORD, 
acclaim His name; among 
the nations, make known His 
deeds, proclaim how exalted is 
His name.

5 Sing praise to the 
LORD for His glorious 
achievement; let this be known 
throughout all the earth.

6 Shout with exulta-
tion, O city of Zion, for great 
in you midst is the holy One 
of Israel.

Zion is the hilltop site of 
the Temple in Jerusalem.

•What does this Scripture 
say to your personal spiritual 
life?

•Where do you see your 
spitiual life fitting into this 
scriptural account?

Reading: Phillipians 4:4-7
Paul’s letter, one of the 13 

in the New Testament, was 
probably written during his 
imprisonment in Ephesus 
(56-57?). 

The letter is likely com-

posed of three originally sepa-
rate writings.

These verses come from 
his second letter explaining 
his situation and instructing 
the community in Phillipi, a 
prominent town of northern 
Macedonia [Acts 16: 16-24] 
Phillipi is about 250 miles 
west of Constantinople.

The Biblical Verses
The Lord brings His peace 

through prayer, petition to re-
lieve anxiety. 

4 Rejoice in the Lord 
always. I shall say it again: re-
joice!

5 Your kindness should 
be known to all. The Lord is 
near. Phillipians had been 
generous to Paul.

6 Have no anxiety at all, 
but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanks-
giving, make your requests 
known to God.

7 Then the peace of 
God that surpasses all un-
derstanding will guard your 
hearts and minds in Christ Je-
sus.

•What does this Scripture 
say to your personal spiritual 
life?

•Where do you see your 
spiritual life fitting into this 
scriptural account?

Gospel Luke 3:10-18
Luke, Paul’s “beloved phy-

sician” [Colossians 4:14], 
wrote the third Gospel [in 
chronological order] about 70 
AD in southern Greece.

Verses 10-14 are unique to 
Luke; 15-18 have wordings in 
Matthew 3:11-12, Mark 1:7-
8, John 1:24-28.

John the Baptist encour-
ages good deeds to prepare for 
the Savior’s judgment. 

The Biblical Verses
10 The crowds asked 

John the Baptist, “What 
should we do?”

11 He said to them in re-
ply, “Whoever has two cloaks 
should share with the person 
who has none. And whoever 
has food should do likewise.”

12 Even tax collectors 
came to be baptized and they 
said to him, “Teacher, what 
should we do?”

“Tax collectors” is a difficult 
phrase to translate into mean-
ingfully correct current Eng-
lish; preferable would be “toll 
collectors,” a reference to these 
Roman officials mostly paid to 
collect fees from business people 
using Roman roads; “taxes” as 
then and now understood, were 
much less frequent and so of 
smaller collectors’ income. 

The opportunity was avail-
able to overcharge in order to 
gain more money beyond their 
Roman pay. Overcharged Jew 
and Gentile — victims did not 
like the collectors!

13 He answered them, 
“Stop collecting more than 
what is prescribed.”

14 Soldiers also asked 
him, “And what is it that we 
should do?” He told them, 
“Do not practice extortion, do 
not falsely accuse anyone, and 
be satisfied with your wages.”

15 Now the people were 
filled with expectation, and 
all were asking in their hearts 
whether John might be the 
Christ.

16 John answered them 
all, saying, “I am baptizing you 
with water, but one mightier 
than I is coming. I am not wor-
thy to loosen the thongs of His 
sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire.

17 His winnowing fan is 
in His hand to clear His thresh-
ing floor to gather the wheat into 
His barn, but the chaff He will 
burn with unquenchable fire.”

18 Exhorting them in 
many other ways, he preached 
good news to the people.

•What does this Scripture 
say to your personal spiritual 
life?

•Where do you see your 
spiritual life fitting into this 
scriptural account?

As a composite group of 
four scriptural passages:

•What does this Scripture 
group say to your personal 
spiritual life?

•Where do you see your 
spiritual life fitting into this 
Scripture group?

Mr. Bode is a member of Ca-
thedral of St. Joseph Parish in 
Jefferson City and a former edi-
tor of The Catholic Missourian. 

A pilgrimage through this Sunday’s readings: 
Third Sunday of Advent Prepares for the Coming Savior Lord
Savior God Removes Judgment 

to Bring Joy
Savior LORD Proclaimed 

Throughout the World
The LORD Brings Peace 

through Prayer
Savior’s Judgment Requires 

Reparation to Avoid Damnation

The Butcher Shop L.L.C.

Inspected, Custom Butchering and Processing
Smoking & Curing

We Sell Fresh & Frozen Meats,
Whole, Half, or Quarter Beef,

Whole or Half Pork

Located between Freeburg and Vienna on Highway 63

Jim & Debbie Dudenhoeffer
Owners

(573) 744-5888
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Two hundred years ago,
the territory of Missouri gained its statehood. Together as Missourians, and as Catholics, we and our ancestors have 
witnessed many milestones in the past two centuries. In this Messenger, we take a pause on policy reporting to look 
back at 200 years of Missouri state and church history as we ready to celebrate the bicentennial in 2021.

February 15, 1764 
Auguste Chouteau and 
companions, at the 
order of Pierre Laclede, 
begin clearing the site 
for the settlement of 
St. Louis, named after 
French King, Louis 
XIV, the model of all 
Catholic monarchs 
since the middle ages.

August 29, 1769 
Rose Philippine Duchesne 
born in Grenoble, France.  

April 30, 1803 
The Louisiana Purchase. Land 

stretching from Louisiana to Oregon 
purchased by Thomas Jefferson from 

Napoleon of France

May 21, 1804 
Lewis and Clark depart 

St. Charles to begin their 
expedition exploring the

Missouri River and parts West

September 24, 1815 
Pope Pius VII consecrates Father 
William DuBourg bishop of the 
Louisiana Territory

Did you know? 

At age 12, Rose Philippine  
Duchesne was sent to be 
educated in the Monastery of 
Sainte-Marie-d’en-Haut, near 
Grenoble. Although she was 
subsequently removed from 
the monastery by her father, 
she ultimately entered the 
Visitation of Mary convent 
(which later joined the 
Society of the Sacred Heart 
after the French Revolution) 
at 19. Duchesne left for 
the United States to serve 
as a missionary to Native 
Americans with four other 
nuns. After arriving in New 
Orleans, they discovered that 
the bishop had provided no 
place for Duchesne to live 
or work. This led the nuns 
to travel up the Mississippi 
River to St. Charles, Missouri. 
Duchesne opened multiple 
schools in the St. Louis 
region, along with a Sunday 
school and orphanage. The 
Academy of the Sacred Heart, 
established in 1818 by St. 
Rose Philippine Duchesne, 
still operates in St. Charles. 
She was canonized on July 3, 
1988 by Pope John Paul II. 

March 29, 1818
Bishop DuBourg lays cornerstone for the first 
cathedral in St. Louis

July 12, 1818 
Sister Duchesne departs New Orleans for St. 
Louis and eventually St. Charles

March 3, 1820 
U.S. Congress passes the 

“Missouri Compromise”

June 12, 1820 
First Missouri 

Constitutional Convention 
in St. Louis in anticipation 

of statehood. 

September 26, 1820  
Frontiersman Daniel Boone 

(Boone County, MO) dies

The Church Spreads West
When Pope Pius VII appointed Fr. William DuBourg to be the first 
bishop of the Missouri territory in 1815, he was to administer the 
entire Louisiana territory along with territory known as Florida. 
He held that position until 1826, when the Louisiana territory 
was split into the diocese of St. Louis and the diocese of New 
Orleans. DuBourg became bishop of New Orleans, while Fr. 
Joseph Rosati was appointed bishop of St. Louis. The St. Louis 
diocese would later spawn the Diocese of St. Joseph in 1868, the 
Diocese of Kansas City in 1880, and then the Diocese of Jefferson 
City, the Diocese of Springfield/Cape-Girardeau, and a combined 
Diocese of Kansas City/St. Joseph in 1956.

C E L E B R A T I N G  M I S S O U R I ’ S  B I C E N T E N N I A L 



November 5, 1828  
Sisters of Charity arrive 
in St. Louis to start first 

hospital west of the 
Mississippi

August 1, 1830 
Cornerstone laid for the Basilica of St. 
Louis, King (The “Old Cathedral”) by 
Bishop Joseph Rosati

November 5, 1837 
First Capitol building in 
Jefferson City destroyed by fire.

April 1, 1854  
Augustus Tolton born a 

slave in Brush Creek, MO

March 6, 1857
U.S. Supreme Court rules against Dred Scott on 

his appeal from the federal court in Missouri, 
denying his claim to citizenship and freedom

October 26, 1861 
Pony Express (St. Joseph, 
MO) ceases operations after 
18-months due to advent of 
the telegraph

March 3, 1868
Diocese of St. Joseph 
founded as suffragan diocese 
of St. Louis

August 10, 1821 
Missouri becomes first 
U.S. State West of the 
Mississippi River

December 31, 1821 
Jefferson City selected 
as Capital of Missouri

October 1, 1826
 Seat of Missouri 

government moved from St. 
Charles to Jefferson City

November 4, 1826 
Diocese of St. Louis formally 

established

The Missouri Compromise
Missouri’s official entry into the United States 

in 1821 came at a time of great political struggle 
over the issue of slavery. At the time, there were 
11 slave states and 11 free states. Because the 
North had a greater population, free states 
had a larger delegation in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. In the U.S. Senate, however, 
slaveholding states had the same number of 
Senators as free states, giving them sufficient 
votes to protect their interests.  

When Missouri’s territorial legislature made 
a formal request to be admitted to the Union in 
1818, Rep. James Tallmadge of New York offered 
an amendment prohibiting the importation 
of any new slaves into Missouri and gradually 
emancipating those already there. When Maine 
later applied for statehood, a proposal was 
offered in the U.S. Senate to admit Missouri as a 
slave state and Maine as a free state to maintain 
the balance of power — the so-called “Missouri 
Compromise.”  The compromise also provided that any territories west of Missouri and north of Missouri’s southern border would be admitted as free 
states. On March 3, 1820, Congress passed the compromise legislation. Missouri’s official grant of statehood was delayed for another year, however, 
as squabbles over the compromise continued.

Missouri has often been referred to as the “Mother of the West,” since the trailheads for the Oregon Trail, the California Trail, and the Santa Fe Trail 
all lie within her boundaries. These routes took native-born Missourians, and others, west in search of land, fur, silver, gold, and other riches. It is 
Missouri’s place in the development of other western territories that makes the “Gateway Arch” such a fitting tribute to Missouri’s early history. Texas, 
for example, became a state in 1845, followed by California (1850), Oregon (1859), Kansas (1861) and Nebraska (1867).  

Missouri Compromise map sourced from the Library of Congress



Fr. Augustus Tolton - From 
Slave to Future Sainthood

Fr. Augustus Tolton was born a slave in 
Brush Creek, Missouri on April 1, 1854. 
In 1862, he escaped to freedom with his 
mother by crossing the Mississippi River 
into Quincy, Illinois. The local parish priest 
in Quincy allowed him to be educated at 
St. Peter’s Catholic Church and school. He 
later graduated high school and attended 
Quincy College, since no U.S. seminary at 
the time would admit a black candidate for 
the priesthood. He began his studies for the 
priesthood in Rome in 1880 and was ordained 
to the priesthood at age 31 in 1886. Following 
ordination, he returned to the U.S. and 
became pastor of St. Peter’s parish in Quincy. 
He later left for Chicago, where he faithfully 
served until his untimely death in 1897. He was 
declared “venerable” by Pope Francis on June 
11, 2019, and the cause for his canonization 
continues.

The City of Jefferson
The Missouri Compromise authorized 

the Missouri territory to establish a 
government and to select a place for 

a capitol. The commission appointed 
to make the selection was required to 

locate the capitol along the Missouri 
river within forty miles of its confluence 
with the Osage, limiting the number of 

available sites and piquing the interests 
of land speculators. On December 

31, 1821, the commission ultimately 
selected a site known at the time as 

Howard’s bluff on the south bank of the 
Missouri river at the mouth of Wears 

Creek. The site would become known 
as the “City of Jefferson.”  

The “Show-Me” State

Missouri’s most well known 
nickname is the “Show-Me State”.  
There are several stories concerning 
the origin of the slogan, but the one 
most widely known gives credit to 
Missouri U.S. Congressman Willard 
Duncan Vandiver for coining the 
phrase in 1899.  During a speech in 
Philadelphia he said, “I come from 
a state that raises corn and cotton 
and cockleburs and Democrats, and 
frothy eloquence neither convinces 
nor satisfies me. I am from Missouri. 
You’ve got to show me.”

The phrase is now used to describe 
Missourians’ character: not gullible, 
conservative and unwilling to 
believe without adequate evidence.

September 10, 1880 
Diocese of Kansas 
City founded as 
suffragan of St. Louis

July 4, 1874 
Eads Bridge dedicated in 
St. Louis, linking St. Louis 
to the national railroad 
system

May 5, 1875 
Missouri Constitutional 
convention convenes 
– Blaine Amendments
adopted

April 3, 1882
Infamous outlaw Jesse 
James killed by bounty 
hunter in St. Joseph, MO

February 18, 1885 
Samuel Clemens (Mark 
Twain) publishes 
Huckleberry Finn

April 30, 1904
 World’s Fair (Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition) 
opens at Forest Park May 1, 1907 

Ground broken on Lindell 
Boulevard in St. Louis for 
future Cathedral Basilica

February 5, 1911 
Second Capitol building in 

Jefferson City destroyed by fire

October 6, 1924 
Current Missouri Capitol 

building officially dedicated

May 20, 1927 
Charles Lindbergh departs New York 

in Spirit of St. Louis on first solo flight 
across the Atlantic

“I am 
from 
Missouri. 
You’ve got to 
show me.”



December 2020
Estimated 

completion date of 
the Missouri Capitol 

improvement project

August 6, 1929 
Construction 

begins on Bagnell 
Dam, which will 

create the Lake of 
the Ozarks

January 5, 1931  
Missouri portion 

of Route 66 
completely paved

December 1936 
Thomas Hart 
Benton completes 
murals (A Social 
History of the 
State of Missouri) 
at Missouri state 
capitol 

April 7, 1939 
Tom Pendergast, 
Kansas City 
political 
kingmaker, 
indicted on tax 
evasion

April 12, 1945 
Harry Truman of Independence, 
MO sworn in as President upon 

death of Franklin D. Roosevelt

September 2, 1945 
Japanese sign surrender 

documents aboard the USS 
Missouri in Tokyo Bay.

September 5, 1947
St. Louis Archbishop Joseph 

Ritter instructs St. Louis 
Catholic schools to admit 

black children, despite 
existing segregation laws

December 8, 1965 
Second Vatican Council 
concludes

November 5, 1966 
Missouri Catholic 
Conference formed 

May 25, 1968 
St. Louis Gateway 

Arch dedicated

January 22, 1973
U.S. Supreme Court issues 
Roe v. Wade decision, after 

which the Archdiocese of 
St. Louis forms its pro-

life committee, now the 
Respect Life Apostolate

October 10, 1985 
Kansas City Royals 

defeat St. Louis 
Cardinals in “Show 
Me (World) Series”

April 1993 
Great Flood devastates 
parts of Missouri and 
the Midwest, lasting 
until October

April 4, 1997
Pope John Paul II 
designates St. Louis 
Cathedral a basilica on 
the 150th anniversary 
of the Archdiocese.

April 26, 1999 
Pope John Paul II arrives 
for visit to St. Louis and the 
Cathedral Basilica

October 16, 2000
Governor Mel Carnahan, his 

son, and campaign adviser die 
in plane crash outside of St. 

Louis during his campaign for 
the U.S. Senate 

November 17, 2006 
St. Rose Philippine 

Duchesne inducted into 
Hall of Famous Missourians 

at State Capitol

May 22, 2011 
EF-5 tornado 
devastates 
Joplin, MO

October 7, 2017
Missouri Catholic 
Conference 
celebrates 50th 
Anniversary

June 11, 2019
Augustus Tolton declared 

“venerable” by Pope Francis

The Church in the Modern World
During Vatican II, the Church Council reminded the faithful of 
our duty as Catholic Christians to carry the light of the Gospel 
to the world and into the public square. In 1967, the Missouri 
bishops formed the Missouri Catholic Conference to do just 
that. In the early years, the Conference focused on helping 
Catholic schools to access newly established federal education 
programs designed for students with developmental delays. 
After the U.S. Supreme Court recognized a right to abortion in 
1973, the Conference’s work expanded to protecting human 
life. Today, the MCC works on these and other issues, including 
defending religious liberty, reforming the criminal justice 
system, protecting social programs for the poor, upholding and 
strengthening marriage and the family, welcoming immigrants 
and refugees, and promoting civility in political discourse.

August 29, 1956 
Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph 
established, combining the Diocese of St. 
Joseph and the Diocese of Kansas City

July 2, 1956
Diocese of Jefferson City established as suffragan of St. Louis

August 24, 1956
Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau established as 
suffragan of St. Louis



The Catholic Missourian December 11, 2020  15

See CCCNMO, page 23

WELCOME
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the capacity for one person to 
oversee properly.

“This division of programs 
will ensure that we maintain the 
highest bar of excellence in care 
for our clients,” said Mr. Lester.

Longtime Catholic Charities 
employees Senad Music and 
Grace Wildenhaus will serve as 
associate directors. They’ve been 
working there for 21 and three 
years, respectively. 

Charity, mercy and justice
Catholic Charities is part of 

the U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops’ (USCCB) Catholic 
resettlement network.

Formerly an office of the Jef-
ferson City diocese, the resettle-
ment program is the only agency 
in Central Missouri that resettles 
refugees, welcoming more than 
4,000 over the past 45 years. 

With a 13-member staff 
working in Columbia and Jef-
ferson City, Catholic Charities’ 
resettlement program provides 
essential services to arriving ref-
ugees, especially in their first 90 
days here. 

All of these refugees, who 
leave their homes out of legiti-
mate fear of death or serious 
injury, are thoroughly vetted for 
security through multiple fed-
eral departments, including the 
U.S. State Department. 

Many previously lived in 
refugee camps for years. Most 
arrive here with little more than 
the clothes on their backs.

RRS-provided services, 
funded through government 
grants and through contribu-
tions to Catholic Charities, in-
clude: finding and helping to 
pay for suitable housing, used 
furniture, clothing and food; 
providing English-language 
instruction, driver’s training 
and employment strategies and 
placement; and offering inter-
preter services, health care fa-
cilitation, community informa-
tion and referral, and extensive 
case management/counseling.

This is the division Ms. 
Moog will be leading. 

Ms. Tran, one of three 
CCCNMO employees who 
are accredited by the U.S. De-
partment of Justice to practice 
immigration law, will continue 
leading the agency’s Immigra-
tion Services. 

This fee-based program 
helps people apply for changes 
to their immigrant status for 

about one-tenth of what it 
would cost for the same ser-
vices elsewhere.

Both departments spend 
much of their energy reunit-
ing and preserving families 
under U.S. law. 

“Tremendous commitment”
Ms. Moog holds a bach-

elor’s degree in international 
and global studies from Mid-
dlebury College in Vermont 
and a master’s degree in social 
service administration, with a 
focus in international social 
welfare, from the University of 
Chicago. 

She also holds a graduate cer-
tificate in grantsmanship from 
the University of Missouri Tru-
man School of Public Affairs.

In addition to English, she is 
proficient in French and Arabic.

While in college, she volun-
teered with the Burmese refugee 
community in Burlington, Ver-
mont. 

“That’s what got my heart 
into the work,” she said.

At the same time, her stud-
ies shed light on many of the 
historical and ongoing causes 
of human migration crises 
throughout the world. 

She said she was drawn to 
work for Catholic Charities by 
its “incredible history” and “tre-
mendous commitment to help-
ing refugees.”

She explained that every ref-
ugee approved for admission to 
the United States is sponsored 
by a resettlement agency, under 
a cooperative agreement with 
the U.S. State Department.

“The U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops is one of the 
sponsoring refugee resettling 
agencies, and Catholic Chari-
ties of Central and Northern 
Missouri is one of its affili-
ates,” she said. 

Volunteers of numerous 
faith backgrounds play a crucial 
role in welcoming refugees and 
providing services to them. 

“We can’t do it without 
them,” she said. 

“The need is great”
Ms. Tran had a college schol-

arship lined up 40 years ago when 
she accepted a summer job help-
ing Alice Wolters in what was 
then the diocese’s Refugee Re-
settlement Services department.

“From that point, I was 
hooked,” she said. 

Ms. Wolters, who led the 
Resettlement Office until 2004, 
became Ms. Tran’s mentor. 

“She inspired me and taught 
me everything I knew,” said Ms. 
Tran, who became director of 
the department in March 2007. 

She discovered that it’s more 
of a calling than a job. 

“A lot of times, we’re just 
here to listen to people, because 
they have nowhere else to go,” 
she said.

On Ms. Tran’s watch, RRS 
grew from having three fed-
eral grants, six employees and a 
handful of volunteers, to having 
12 federal grants, 14 employees 
and hundreds of volunteers.

At the same time, Immigra-
tion Services went from receiv-
ing fees totaling $47,335 in the 
2006-07 fiscal year to more 
than $88,000 in the 2019-20 
fiscal year — most in the form 
of $150 to $300 fees charged to 
clients.

It got to be too much of a 
good thing for one person to 
manage. 

“I strongly feel that each pro-
gram deserves a full-time direc-
tor, one who can devote all of 
his or her time and energy to 
that one program,” she wrote to 
Mr. Lester earlier this year. 

In large part due to the tech-
nical immigration law training 
and certification she spent many 
years acquiring and maintain-
ing, she asked to remain direc-
tor of Immigration Services.

Mr. Lester agreed with her 
position. 

“So much of this is due to her 
amazing work,” he said. “She’s 
built up an incredible machine 
that does tremendous work and 
is largely unrecognized by the 
Mid-Missouri community.”

He conducted a national 
search for a new Refugee Re-
settlement director. 

Ms. Tran will still do some 
work with refugees, helping 
with any of their immigration 
endeavors such as eventual per-
manent residency and citizen-
ship, etc. But most of her ener-
gy will go toward helping keep 
families intact and solving im-
migration problems with care-
ful attention to detail.

She said these are services 
that most people could not oth-
erwise afford.

She’s deeply grateful to 
Suzanne Gladney, manag-
ing attorney for CCCNMO’s 
immigration services, for en-
couraging her, Mr. Music and 
Alice Loethen to pursue certi-
fication through the U.S. State 
Department.

“The need is great and nev-
er more than at this particular 
time,” Ms. Tran noted. “Im-

migration law is constantly 
changing, and we expect that 
to continue under a new ad-
ministration.”

“Universal mission”
Ms. Moog said she can’t 

believe how fortunate she is 
to be working for an orga-
nization with such a distin-
guished history of helping 
refugees start a new life.

She plans to work out of 
the Catholic Charities office 
in Columbia most of the time 
and spend about a half-day 

per week in Jefferson City. 
Although raised in the Jew-

ish faith tradition, she fully re-
spects the faith foundation and 
identity of Catholic Charities. 

She believes the mission of 
refugee resettlement transcends 
creed and denomination. 

“It’s a universal mission in 
terms of welcoming the strang-
er, the humanitarian aspects of 
this work and the dignity of ev-
ery human being,” she said. 

She said the Catholic 
Church’s vast deposit of social 
teachings, especially on human 
migration and the rights of 
refugees and migrants, is “really 
powerful.”

“The dignity of every hu-
man life, the right for people 
to pursue a better life for 

LEFT: Lorna Tran, director of Immigration Services for Catholic 
Charities of Central and Northern Missouri. RIGHT: Samantha 
Moog, director of Refugee Resettlement Services for CCCNMO.
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By Father Don Antweiler
ACROSS

1. Some famous or noted or 
just interesting people bur-
ied in Mo. were not buried 
in ____ but have unique 
resting places of their own.

9. Abbr. for “id est” (Latin) 
meaning “in other words.”

10. Letters for electric vehicle; 
all car companies are de-
veloping them seeing them 
as the future.

11. ____ beer.
12. General of King Saul’s 

army (1 Samuel 17:55) 
who reconciles with David 
and whose death David 
greatly mourns (2 Samuel 
3:17-39).

15. “If ____ just give people a 
chance to be decent, they 
will be,” —Harry Truman.

16. Mo.’s first family, the Tru-
mans, have a unique set-
ting for burial. Pres. Harry 
Truman and wife Bess are 
buried in the ____ of the 
Presidential Library and 
Museum in Independence, 
Mo. Their only child Mar-
garet Truman & husband 
Clifton Daniel are buried 
there as well.

ACROSS
the
Diocese

18. “Rather, blessed are ____ 
who hear the word of God 
and observe it,” (Luke 
11:28).

19. Capone and Pacino.
20. I am pretty cool, even if I 

have to __ __ myself! (2 
wds.)

21. An unarmed Jesse James 
was killed by __ __ to the 
back of the head by Bob 
Ford, a new recruit to the 
gang, for money. It didn’t 
matter how it was done. 
The Gov. of Mo. had post-
ed a $10,000 reward, dead 
or alive (2 wds.).

24. The Santa ____ Trail was 
a major commercial route 
linking the western fringes 
of the U.S. to the desert 
southwest. The Trail origi-
nated in Independence, 
Mo.

26. Ending for sold or cash.
27. Non-profit that provides 

support services and enter-
tainment for U.S. troops.

30. Henry Shaw (d. 1889) was 
a successful businessman 
who famously founded 
the 79-acre Mo. Botanical 
Garden (also called Shaw’s 
Garden) on his estate next 
to Tower Grove Park. The 
Garden has a rainforest 
____, manicured Victo-
rian style garden, the larg-
est Japanese garden in N. 
Am. & the 2nd largest 
collection of plants (6.6 
million specimens) behind 
only the N.Y. Botanical 
Garden. He is buried in a 
mausoleum in the Garden.

33. Abbr. for religion.

34. Letters on a Cardinal ball 
cap perhaps.

35. Delivery company.
37. Sin against the 8th com-

mandment.
39. Chief Pontiac’s burial loca-

tion (d. 1769) is, uniquely, 
under the pavement of 
downtown St. Louis, at 
least allegedly. He was the 
most prominent leader of 
a loose confederation of 
Am. Indians involved in 
the 1763 “Pontiac ____” 
against the British. He 
captured Detroit & nearly 
succeeded in driving Brit-
ish soldiers & settlers out 
of the region. He was as-
sassinated in 1769 at Ca-
hokia, Illinois, near St. 
Louis. It is said that his 
burial site was at Broad-
way & Walnut Streets in 
the heart of early St. Louis.

42. Mark Twain was not only 
famous for his novels (e.g. 
Adventures of Tom Sawyer) 
but also his ____. One of 
these, titled “At the Funer-
al,” discussed funeral eti-
quette where he advised, 
“Do not bring your dog.”

43. I tossed & turned until the 
____ hours of the morn-
ing.

DOWN
1. ____ Joe was a 1963 toy 

soldier product which led 
to the coining of the term 
action figure (instead of 
doll). It is an Am. icon 
among toys spinning off 
comic books, animated 
films & video games. It 
was inducted into the Nat. 
Toy Hall of Fame in 2004 
& the Pop Culture Hall of 
Fame in 2017.

2. “____ Out and Touch 
Someone,” —AT&T ad-
vertising jingle coined in 
1979, composed by David 
Lucas.

3. Second planet from the 
sun, sometimes called 
earth’s evil twin; named 
for the Roman goddess of 
love.

4. Highest mountain peak on 
earth, still growing ¼ in. 
higher every year.

5. Birth State of the “Man 
in Black” Johnny Cash 
(abbr.).

6. Ewing Kauffman (d. 1993) 
was a successful pharma-
ceutical businessman & 
philanthropist & a strong 
supporter of KC, esp. fa-
mous as owner of the KC 

____ baseball team. He & 
his wife are interred in the 
Ewing & Muriel Kauff-
man Memorial Garden in 
KC, a 2-acre botanical gar-
den of 7,000 plants with 
an arched structure and 
fountain near UMKC & 
the Country Club Plaza.

7. “...the Lord opened the __ 
__ the prison...” —Acts 
5:19 (abbr.).

8. Saddlebred champion stal-
lion Rex McDonald from 
Audrain Co., Mo had a 
long-reigning champion 
show-career & then a 
far-reaching heritage as a 
____.

13. Daniel Duncan was the 
5th Gov. of Mo. (d. in 
1844). Called the father 
of public schools in Mo., 
he est. a State Board of 
Ed. & set Mo. as a leader 
in education. He laid the 
groundwork for the Univ. 
of Mo. He worked on the 
Arkansas Border Com.; 
Dunklin Co. in the ____ is 
named for him. He is bur-
ied on his former estate at 
the Gov. Daniel Dunklin’s 
Grave State Historic Site 
near Herculaneum, Mo.

14. ____. Rev. Msgr.
17. A cry of joy.
18. What Am. colonists 

dumped into Boston har-
bor in 1773 to protest 
British taxes.

22. To father a child.
23. Mine product.

25. First lady?
27. ____-huh; informal sound 

meaning, yes, I agree.
28. Distress signal.
29. Jesse James was/is Mo.’s 

most famous ____. After 
being killed in St. Joseph, 
Mo. in 1882, his mother 
Zerelda had him buried 
a few steps from the back 
door of their farmhouse 
near Kearney, Mo. This 
was to protect the grave 
from souvenir hunters 
(though she herself sold 
pebbles from the grave to 
tourists, replenished regu-
larly). After her & Jesse’s 
wife’s death, the body was 
moved in 1902 to Mount 
Olivet Cem. In Kearney, 
Mo.

30. Sanctifying or actual.
31. I should have worn a 

heavier coat; it’s ____ out 
here!

32. “Cake is very important to 
me. But it’s all about the 
size of the ____,” —Mary 
Berry.

35. The third most populous 
country in the world.

36. Bro.’s sib.
38. “…we will all be changed, 

in an instant, in the blink 
of an ____, at the last 
trumpet,” (1 Corinthians 
15:51-52).

40. Bone.
41. Letters for Nova Scotia, a 

Canadian maritime prov-
ince.
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St. Anthony native Sister 
Mary Evelyn Steinman, 99, of 
the Franciscan Sisters of Mary, 
died on Nov. 4 at The Sarah 
Community in Bridgeton.

She had been a Franciscan 
Sister of Mary for 76 years. 

Marie Hedwig Steinman 
was born Nov. 30, 1920, in 
St. Anthony, the third of nine 

R.I.P., St. Anthony native Sr. Mary Evelyn Steinman FSM
Served as a hospital dietician 

for decades
One of three FSMs in her family

children (five boys, four girls) 
born to Barthol and Clara 
(Ewers) Steinman.

On July 18, 1944, Marie 
and her cousin Martha Ewers 
(Sister Mary Rosanne) entered 
the congregation then known 
as the Sisters of St. Mary. 

She received the name Sister 
Mary Evelyn, and she professed 
final vows Feb. 11, 1950. 

Her two younger sisters later 
entered the SSM congregation 
as well — Sister Mary Loreda 
(baptized Veronica Magdalen) 

in 1946 and 
Sister Donna 
Marie (bap-
tized Loretta 
Augusta) in 
1951.

Sr. Mary Ev-
elyn completed 
her high school 
studies at St. 
Mary of the 
Angels in St. 
Louis in 1952, 
also working 
in the convent 

completed her dietetic intern-
ship there in 1957.

From 1957 to 1959, she 
worked in clinical dietetics at 
St. Mary’s Hospital in St. Lou-
is, then as a dietitian at Firmin 
Desloge Hospital until 1963. 

She returned to St. Mary’s as a 
therapeutic dietitian until 1965, 
then served in that capacity at 
Firmin Desloge until 1967. 

From 1967 to 1973, she was 
a clinical dietitian at Cardinal 

Sr. Mary Evelyn Steinman 
FSM (1920-2020)

bakery. 
She earned 

her bachelor’s 
degree in di-
etetics in 1956. 
During that 
summer, she 
helped prepare 
the kitchen for 
the opening of 
Cardinal Glen-
non Children’s 
Medical Cen-
ter in St. Louis 
in July; she See SR. MARY EVELYN, page 23
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SILECCHIA
From page 9

on this side of eternity and the next — even when 
that is beyond my comprehension. 

It takes only an old apron to remind me of all 
the blessings I have in the people who I have loved, 
do love, and will love, whether or not they are at 
my table this year. I hold them close in my heart, 
knowing that we are still together both for these 
special celebrations and for all our ordinary times.

MCGRADY
From page 9

always considered brilliant, 
but also a pastor I learned was 
compassionate, kind and ten-
der. Pouring over his writings 
opened my heart to a new un-
derstanding of Jesus as a com-
panion.

I grew closer to Francis of 
Assisi and Gianna Molla, their 
lives of radical sacrifice and 
self-gift an encouragement in 
the early days of marriage.

Then I learned the story of 

Oscar Romero, a martyr who 
literally left everything at the 
altar of Our Lord.

Then it was Mother Teresa, 
her words “wash the dirty dish 
not because it’s dirty ... but be-
cause you love the person who 
will use it next” a mantra I re-
peated as I washed baby bottles 
late at night, knowing it was an 
act of love.

The saints can become our 
friends, not just static figures in 

a picture on the wall, but men 
and women we meet, learn 
and grow to love. We have a 
chance to welcome them into 
our homes, tell their stories, 
learn from their struggles and 
emulate the heroic virtue they 
exhibited.

And then one day, perhaps 
there’s a blanket, covered in 
the faces of some of those holy 
men and women you’ve got-
ten to know and grown in holy 
friendship with ... and you’ll 
wrap your daughter in their 
images, ask them to pray for 
your little girl and know they’ve 
become “her saint friends” too.

Katie Prejean McGrady is an 
international Catholic speaker, 
award winning author, and 
host of the Ave Explores and Ave 
Spotlight podcasts. She lives in 
Louisiana with her husband and 
two daughters.

OUR LADY
From page 6

truth,” Sr. Ana Luisa noted. 
“Their symbols were the cross 
and the sword.

“But in these symbols and 
the love of Our Lady, both 
ways of knowing and loving 
and understanding God are 
joined,” she said. 

Juan Diego went to see the 
bishop. This time, he would 
not fail.

Was he received immedi-
ately? No. 

The bishop’s servants saw 
that Juan Diego was carry-
ing something in his cloak, 
known as a tilma.

But the Lady had said to 
show them only to the bishop. 

“Our Lady sent me”
Finally, when granted an 

audience, Juan Diego un-
furled his tilma and scattered 
the roses on the floor. 

“The Lady of Heaven, Holy 
Mary, the Precious Mother of 
God, kindly agreed to send 
you this sign, so you will be 
able to believe my word,” Juan 
Diego told the bishop. 

“With the sign, you will ac-
cept her will and also you will 
see the truth of my word and 
my message,” he said. “I am an 
Indian, a conquered, but you 
need to believe me because 
Our Lady sent me.”

At that moment, the bish-
op and his attendants saw the 
image of the Lady of Heaven, 
just as Juan Diego had seen 
her, emblazoned on his timla.

More than 300 years before 
photography was invented, 
the image surpassed the clarity 
of many modern-day cameras. 

The bishop had an immedi-
ate change of heart. 

“He knelt down and cried 
and asked pardon from Our 
Lady and Juan Diego because 
he didn’t understand the mes-
sage she was trying to give 
him,” said Sr. Ana Luisa.

The bishop and his ser-
vants followed Juan Diego to 
his uncle’s house, where they 
found the uncle completely 
healed. 

The miraculous image, now 
nearly 500 years old, remains 
intact and has been seen by 
millions of pilgrims in the Ba-
silica of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe. 

Scientists can’t figure out 
the image, which is soft to the 

touch, unlike the stiffness of 
an oil painting. 

Our Lady’s eyes, when 
magnified, show the reflection 
of people standing before her. 

“A welcoming heart”
“We can all be like Juan Di-

ego,” said Sr. Ana Luisa. “We 
can all realize that we are wor-
thy to receive the message and 
tell other people of the good-
ness of God.”

She pointed out that every 
person needs to be shown that 
they have value and dignity 
in the eyes of God and His 
people. 

“Our families, our parishes 
need to be places of welcome,” 
she said. “Each of us needs to 
have a welcoming heart for 
those we don’t know.”

Sr. Ana Luisa asked her au-
dience three questions: 

•“Our Blessed Mother has 
a message and a mission from 
God to share with each per-
son. So what is her invitation 
for you?”

•“How can I make my fam-
ily, my parish into another Te-
peyac — a place of acceptance, 
a place of mercy, of dignity? 

•“How can I be like Juan 
Diego in my house, in my 
work, in my parish?”

She noted that the Basilica 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
— an exquisite 15th-century 
edifice and its neighboring 
modernistic counterpart — is 
a place of radical welcome. 

Millions of pilgrims each 
year spend a day there just 
speaking to the Blessed Moth-
er, who has the ear of her Son, 
Jesus. 

“And she can hear every-
one,” said Sr. Ana Luisa. “All 
the people who go there go 
back home happy.

“They feel at home. They 
are welcome in the shrine, and 
we can make it the same for 
them in our parishes and in 
the world.”

Things To Do
Fundraisers &
Social Events

Dec. 12
Montgomery City, Immacu-
late Conception School 
Saint Nick 5K Run/Walk, 8:30-
10 am, for info or to regis-
ter visit “ICS St. Nick 5K” on 
Facebook; Montgomery 
City, Immaculate Concep-
tion St. Vincent de Paul Soci-
ety craft & gift show, 9 am-2 
pm, K of C Hall

Dec. 13
Bonnots Mill, Drive-thru LIVE 
Nativity, 5:30-7:30 pm

Dec. 19
Kirksville, Curbside soup 
sale, 11 am-4 pm, outside 
Mary Immaculate School, 
pre-order by emailing jldahl 
man@cableone.net

Jan. 12
Kirksville, Mary Immaculate 
School “Give Back” night, 5-9 
pm, Bellacino’s Pizza & Grinders

Meetings &
Conferences

Dec. 8-Jan. 26
Jefferson City, Free nutrition 
counseling, co-sponsored by 
Catholic Charities of Central 
and Northern Missouri, Tues-
days 5-6 pm, the LINC, to 
register, visit www.jcparksreg 
istration.com and search “nu-
trition”

Liturgical
Dec. 13

Westphalia, Patriotic prayer 
service, 6-7 pm, St. Joseph 
Church

Retreats &
Spiritual Renewal

Dec. 10
VIRTUAL, Cursillo School of 
Leaders Advent Reflections, 
6:30-7:45 pm, for info on 
joining the Zoom call, email 
dollmkc@gmail.com

Jan. 3
VIRTUAL, “Farewell to Christ-
mas,” Epiphany concert with 
Kathleen & Christian Basi, 
3-4 pm, for more info email 
KathleenBasi@gmail.com

Jan. 8-10
Moberly, Engaged Encoun-
ter Weekend, St. Pius X 
Church, for info or to regis-
ter, visit diojeffcity.org/mar 
riage-preparation/ or call 
(573) 635-9127

May God bless you and your loved ones in the 
days to come.

Lucia A. Silecchia is a Professor of Law at the 
Catholic University of America. “On Ordinary 
Timesâ€  is a biweekly column reflecting on the ways 
to find the sacred in the simple. Email her at silec 
chia@cua.edu.
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Information for the People Page 
comes from parish correspondents 
and individual parishioners, as well 
as bulletins and newspapers. Submis-
sions for anniversaries (10 years or 
more), birthdays (90 years or more), 
and baptisms, deaths, marriages and 
initiations of local parishioners may 
be e-mailed to editor@diojeffcity.org; 
or mailed to: The Catholic Missouri-
an, 2207 W Main St, Jefferson City, 
MO 65109-0914. 
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Boonville, Ss. Peter & Paul
Kenny & Doris Kempf, 67 years
Jerry & Loretta Quinlan, 67 years
John & Ruth Hoff, 62 years
Kenneth & Beverly Nichols, 58 years
JD & Gretchen Twenter, 52 years
James & Theresa Innes, 44 years
Steve & Jane Brengarth, 42 years
Scott & Peggy Fenical, 42 years
Kenny & Terri Nordmeyer, 42 years
Tom & Juanita White, 42 years
Chris & Beth Vonderahe, 35 years
Joe & Elaine Green, 33 years
Joseph & Gigi McAreavy, 29 years
Greg & Lana Kempf, 27 years
Matt & Stephanie Adams, 26 years

Freebury, Holy Family
Paul & Nyla Bassett, 18 years

Hannibal, Holy Family
Jess & Victoria Ornelas, 58 years

Jefferson City, Cathedral of St. Joseph
Bob & Kate Asahl, 50 years
Doug & Connie Smentkowski, 42 years
Rich & Kathy Anderson, 41 years

Jonesburg, St. Patrick
Jeff & Barb Turpin, 40 years

Kahoka, St. Michael
Dale & Dixie Small, 31 years

Kirksville, Mary Immaculate
Louis & Carol Berrey, 58 years
George & Diane Schulte, 49 years
Glenn & Vicky Wehner, 43 years
Steve & Kit Hadwiger 35 years
Charlie & Tina Zeman, 34 years
Jay & Vicki Benson, 27 years
Todd & Kristina Palumbo, 27 years
Brent & Susan Speak, 21 years

Koeltztown, St. Boniface
James & Bruna Ortbals, 50 years
Kenny & Janet Kliethermes, 42 years
Mike & Patti Wansing, 31 years

Lake Ozark, Our Lady of the Lake
Bob & Kathy Cotter, 53 years

Marshall, St. Peter
Albert & Alice Markes, 67 years

Martinsburg, St. Joseph
Mark & Linda Fennewald, 41 years
Henry & Kathleen Borgmeyer, 24 years

Milan, St. Mary
Felipe & Consuelo Bahena, 29 years
Efren & Teresa Lopez, 28 years
Benjamin & Veronica Ochoa, 18 years

Montgomery City,
Immaculate Conception

Tom & Kaye Benney, 40 years
James & Chris Futhey, 24 years

Palmyra, St. Joseph
Doug & Marie Baker, 41 years
Ed & Pam Hess, 39 years
James & Donna Wilson, 33 years
Randy & Denise Dodd, 26 years
Steven & Jennifer Jones, 14 years

Rich Fountain, Sacred Heart
Paul & Sue Scheulen, 34 years
Jeff & Aubrey Winkelman, 19 years

Russellville, St. Michael
Glenn & Jackie Steenbergen, 46 years
Larry & Judy Thompson, 46 years

Sedalia, St. Vincent de Paul
Larry & Kathy Johnson, 65 years
Gerald & Joyce Wiltz, 60 years
Ralph & Betty Randall, 59 years
Merley & Judy Staus, 53 years
Oswaldo & Rose Anne Gomez, 45 years
Agustin & Maria Coruna, 25 years
Brett & Tessa Childers, 10 years
Jose & Ilsi Palacios, 10 years

Vienna, Visitation
Adam & Kathleen Wieberg, 57 years
Greg & Laura Stratman, 41 years
Joe & Brenda Weidinger, 40 years

Wien, St. Mary of the Angels
Kenny & Nina Huber, 48 years
Lloyd & Jeannie Burk, 47 years
Mike & Kyra Brehm, 32 years

Marriages
Koeltztown, St. Boniface — Kaitalin 

Jones & Patrick Holtmeyer

Lake Ozark, Our Lady of the Lake — 
Cassidy Zwart & Michael Dickerson

Linn, St. George — Stephanie Deeken 
& Nathan Meyer

Martinsburg, St. Joseph — Paige Harris 
& Travis Duenke

Rich Fountain, Sacred Heart — 
Madison Huot & Seth Lehmen

Birthdays
Palmyra, St. Joseph — Norma Obert, 

her 90th on Nov. 28

Elections
Jefferson City, Immaculate 

Conception — Jennifer Hentges, 
Anna Kolb, Jeff Piontek, parish 
council representatives

Baptisms
Centralia, Holy Spirit — Gary Alexander 

Benoit, son of Alex & Lauren Benoit

Columbia, Our Lady of Lourdes — 
Benedict Herbert, Layla King, Sawyer 
Lehmen

Frankenstein, Our Lady Help of 
Christians — Colin Patrick Muenks, 
son of Kenny & Amy Muenks

Jefferson City, Cathedral of St. Joseph 
— Evelyn Louis Cowley, daughter of 
Mark & Julia Cowley

Jefferson City, Immaculate 
Conception — Cayden Michael 
Nelson, son of James Nelson & 
Alyisssa Biggs, Melody Grace Pape, 
daughter of Isaac & Julie Pape

Jefferson City, St. Peter — Milah Booe, 
Naomi and Gideon Holder

Marceline, St. Bonaventure — Ansley 
Faye Sumpter, daughter of Brandon 
& Kelsie Sumpter

Mary’s Home, Our Lady of the Snows 
— Lilah Diana Kempker, daughter of 
Joe & Rachel Kempker

Moberly, St. Pius X — Leo Dale 
Schmidt, son of Edward & Cassie 
Schmidt; Esperanza Joyce and 
Robert Jonathan Ulrich, children of 
Jonathan & Bobbi Jo Ulrich

Shelbina, St. Mary — Max Richard Belt

St. Martins, St. Martin — Della Bax, 
daughter of Jorden & Sarah Bax; 
Sebastian Dulle, son of Michael & 
Alicia Dulle

Taos, St. Francis Xavier — Noah James 
David Bexten; Rennen Layne Pinnell

Tipton, St. Andrew — Beau Rutger 
Knipp, son of Bradley Ross & Raelynn 
Knipp

Bonnots Mill, St. Louis of France — 
Thomas A. Kauffman

Boonville, Ss. Peter & Paul — Gary 
Brimer, Albert Imhoff, Mary Jo Wilson

Brookfield, Immaculate Conception — 
Theresa Curtis

Centralia, Holy Spirit — Patrick Reichert

Columbia, Our Lady of Lourdes — 
Delilah A. Beck

Cuba, Holy Cross — Martha Switzer

Hannibal, Holy Family — Billy L. Tate Sr., 
Cathy Wienhoff

Jefferson City, Cathedral of St. Joseph 
— Jean M. Herbrandt, Bernice Nolan

Jefferson City, Immaculate 
Conception — Rosemary E. 
Holtmeyer

Jefferson City, St. Peter — Gerald 
D. Jacober, Elizabeth L. Schrimpf, 
Geraldine R. Vanderfeltz

Kirksville, Mary Immaculate — Leticia 
Collop

Laurie, St. Patrick — Thomas W. Reidy

Linn, St. George — Mildred J. Falter

Martinsburg, St. Joseph — Larry 
Vomund

Mexico, St. Brendan — Vince 
Fuemmeler Sr., Bob Piper

Morrison, Assumption — Stephanie 
Rinne

Pilot Grove, St. Joseph — Robert 
Gerling

Rich Fountain, Sacred Heart — Emily 
“Emmy” C. Kramer

Rolla, St. Patrick — Catherine Huellhorst

Russellville, St. Michael — Tamula S. 
Baker, Lawrence P. Clarkston

St. Clement, St. Clement — Anna 
Henson

Sedalia, St. Vincent de Paul — Patricia 
Bahner, Daniel Pritchard, Robert 
Stone

Taos, St. Francis Xavier — Beverly A. 
Buhr, Winiford J.R. Lewis

Wardsville, St. Stanislaus — Beverly 
Buhr, Winiford Lewis, Delphine T. 
Wieberg

Diocese of 
Jefferson City
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THANKSGIVING
From page 5

the most,” said youth group 
member Nathaniel Krebs. 
“There was a lot of work to be 
done before the actual event.”

He, Zoey and Lillian are 
graduates of Ss. Peter & Paul 
School.

Zoey is a sophomore and 
Lillian a junior at Boonville 
High School. Nathaniel is a 
senior at Fr. Tolton Regional 
Catholic High School in Co-
lumbia.

Gathering, packaging and 
distributing the food turned 
out to be a logistical master-
piece and a testament to inter-
generational cooperation. 

Things went very well. 
Most people accepting the 
food were grateful and kind.

A few weren’t. But that was 
also a good lesson. 

“We don’t do this because 
it makes us feel good,” Fr. 
Peckman wrote to his young 
parishioners the day after the 
food distribution. “We do it 
because it gives us the oppor-
tunity to show forth Christ to 
others.”

Not that it didn’t feel great 
for those who took part. 

“It makes my heart ex-
tremely warm to know I can 
help people like this,” Lillian 
said. 

Exchanging words and 
smiles with people in need 
helped the young people ap-
preciate things they had come 
to take for granted. 

“I am very blessed and priv-
ileged with things as simple 
as food,” said Lillian. “It was 
good to be able to help. It felt 

good to give.” 

A new beginning
Mrs. Krebs said it was very 

moving to be a part these ef-
forts, “when you’re physically 
giving people food and know-
ing how grateful they are to 
have it.” 

“It’s such a basic thing, but 
it can mean so much,” she 
noted. 

Mrs. Alvizo was impressed 
at how the young people and 
their parents stepped up to the 
challenge. 

“They’re running with the 
big dogs now,” she said. “They 
can handle it. Most of them 
are already active in 4H and 
in activities at school. Some-
times, I think we let the sec-
ular world do a better job of 
letting them be leaders than 
we do. 

“The bishop is talking 
about stewardship and charity 
and mercy. This is what that 
looks like,” she said. 

Fr. Peckman agreed. 
“Today,” he told the young 

people, “you were good and 
faithful servants of the Lord 
and showed the best of what 
we can offer as a parish. Jesus 
was there many times over in 

the midst of everything you 
saw today.”

Nathaniel said he was hap-
py to be able to help people 
have a better Thanksgiving 
and bring a bit more joy into 
their holiday.

“We are taught by Christ’s 
example to serve others, and 
I felt that we did that at our 
Thanksgiving distribution 
event,” he said. 

Zoey said all of this was a 
great reminder of the impor-
tance of collaboration and 
unity of purpose. 

“One person can’t change 
the world,” she stated. “It has 
to be a group, and you have 
to work together as a team to 
make something happen.” 

She appreciates the lessons 
about God’s love and mer-
cy that she learned in grade 
school at Ss. Peter & Paul 
School. 

“God is always going to 
see the good in you,” she said. 
“He’s always there, He will 
always be there by your side, 

helping you and forgiving you 
along the way.” 

Recently confirmed, Zoey 
hopes to continue practicing 
her Catholic faith as an adult 
and passing it along to her 
children. 

Lillian said she hopes the 
Thanksgiving community 
food drive will become an 
annual tradition that gathers 
momentum and more partici-
pants each year. 

She hopes that when she 
has her own children, they 
will be able to participate. 

“God’s servant, a tool in 
His hand: that’s what I was 
really hoping to be with this,” 
said Lillian.

Zoey is convinced that this 
year’s effort was a great new 
beginning for the Ss. Peter & 
Paul youth group. 

“I think it was very impres-
sive for our first time around,” 
she said.

“But there’s so much more 
that needs to be accom-
plished.”

For all the saints!

Ribbons (and face masks) of red

Life to the fullest

Students at St. George School in Linn participate in the Red Ribbon Week, COVID style. Instead of the traditional red ribbon worn on their shirts this week, 
all students wore a mask that said, “Be Happy. Be Brave. Be Drug-Free.” Red Ribbon Week serves as a reminder that we are empowered with shaping the 
communities around us through positivity, bravery, strength, and adaptability to wear masks to fight the spread of COVID.    — Photo by Principal Lisa Grellner

Students of St. Clement School in St. Clement celebrate 
All Saints Day by dressing up and sharing information 
about their patron saints.  — Photo by Fr. Henry Ussher

Ken Shook of Knights of Columbus William 
D. Eagen Council 3375 in Kirksville and Mon-
signor David Cox, pastor of Mary Immaculate 
Parish in Kirksville and the Mission of St. Rose 
of Lima in Novinger present Mary Immaculate 
School seventh-grader Margaret Benevento an 
award for her essay in the "Why am I Pro-life?" 
contest sponsored by the Knights’ Missouri 
State Council. Margaret was awarded second 
place in the state level. 

— Photo from the Mary Immaculate Parish bulletin

4915 Hwy. 50 West, Jefferson City

PLASTERING - DRYWALL
ACOUSTICAL TILE

STUCCO & THIN WALL
PLASTERING

CASTROP PLASTERING CO. INC.

(573) 893-4111
Find us 
online CATHMO.COM
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Bible Accent Saint 
Spotlight

There are several places in 
the Bible that talk about two 
sons.

For example, in Genesis 4, 
we read about Cain and Abel, 
two sons of Adam and Eve.

Cain grew up to be a tiller of 
the ground, and Abel grew up 
to be a herder of flocks.

Each brother made offerings 
to God. Cain offered the fruit 
of the ground, while Abel of-
fered the fatty portion of the 
firstlings of his flock.

God looked with favor on 
Abel’s offerings but not Cain’s.

This made Cain so angry 
and jealous that he killed Abel.

And in Luke 15, we read 

about a man who had two sons.
The younger son wanted to 

leave home, so he asked to be 
given his share of his father’s es-
tate. The father did so, and the 
younger son set off for a distant 
country.

The younger son squan-
dered all of his money. When 
he could not afford to support 
himself, he decided to return 
home and admit his sinfulness 
to his father.

He expected his father to 
no longer treat him like a son. 
Instead, the father arranged a 
homecoming feast.

The older brother, who al-
ways did what his father asked, 

St. John of Kanty was born 
around 1390 in Poland. He 
spent most of his life teaching 
sacred Scripture at the Uni-
versity of Krakow, although 
he also was a parish priest for 
a time. John had a reputation 
for holiness. He was generous 
to the poor of Krakow, ate no 
meat and slept on the floor. 
He also urged his students 
to have good manners during controversies and impressed 
upon them the need for moderation. John died in 1473, and 
we remember him on Dec. 23.

Jesus tells a parable of two sons
By Jennifer Ficcaglia
Catholic News Service

One day, Jesus was teaching 
in the Temple area.

The chief priests and el-
ders of the people approached 
Him.

“By what authority are You 
doing these things? And who 
gave You this authority?” they 
asked.

Jesus looked at them.
“I shall ask you one ques-

tion, and if you answer it 
for me, then I shall tell you 
by what authority I do these 
things,” He said.

“Where was John’s baptism 
from? Was it of heavenly or of 
human origin?” Jesus wanted 
to know.

The chief priests and elders 
of the people discussed the 
question among themselves.

“If we say, ‘Of heavenly ori-
gin,’ He will say to us, ‘Then 
why did you not believe him?’ 
But if we say, ‘Of human 
origin,’ we fear the crowd, 
for they all regard John as a 

prophet,” they whispered to 
each other.

In light of these things, 
the chief priests and elders of 
the people decided to say that 
they did not know the answer.

“Neither shall I tell you 
by what authority I do these 
things,” Jesus replied.

Jesus then posed another 
question.

“What is your opinion?” 
He asked as He began to tell 
the parable of a man and his 
two sons.

The man came to the first 
son and told him to go out 
and work in the vineyard for 
the day, Jesus said.

“I will not,” the first son 
replied, but afterward he 
changed his mind and went.

The man approached his 
second son and told him to 
work in the vineyard that day.

“Yes, sir,” the second son 
replied, but he did not go.

“Which of the two did his 
father’s will?” Jesus asked.

The chief priests and the el-

ders of the people agreed that 
the first son — the one who 
had said he would not work in 
the vineyard but changed his 
mind and went — is the one 
who did his father’s will.

“Amen, I say to you, tax 
collectors and prostitutes are 
entering the kingdom of God 
before you,” Jesus said. “When 
John came to you in the way 
of righteousness, you did not 
believe him; but tax collectors 
and prostitutes did. Yet even 
when you saw that you did 
not later change your minds 
and believe him.”

Read more about it...
Matthew 21

1. Who questioned Jesus’ 
authority?

2. Which son in the parable 
did his father’s will?

Unscramble the 
words and arrange them 

to form a quotation from the 
children’s story.

 ton neth idd mih
 _____ ______ _____ _____

 

 veelbie uyo hwy
 _________ _____ _____

Sentence:
 ______ _____ _____ _____

 _____ _________ _____?  
  

Puzzle

Answers: not, then, did, him, believe, 
you, why; Then why did you not be-
lieve him?

Describe a 
time when you 

followed through 
on a promise 

you had made, 
and explain the 
importance of 

doing so.

Essay

was jealous. His father ex-
plained that it was time to cel-
ebrate and rejoice, because the 
lost younger brother had been 
found.

HEATING  PLUMBING  AIR CONDITIONING

BUTZER
“Dependable service since 1926”

573-636-4115
24 Hour Service

721 Wicker Lane, Jefferson City, MO 65109
www.hgbutzer.com

(573) 893-4998

Overhead Garage Doors 
& Openers — Installation

NSTALLERS

APITAL

INC.

3012 S. Ten Mile Dr.    Jefferson City

JEFFERSON CITY

1904 Southwest Blvd.
(573) 636-8413

Open 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.

KAYSER CHIROPRACTIC &
ACUPUNCTURE CENTER

Open Mon-Wed & Fri 8-6, Thur & Sat 8-noon
1101 Southwest Blvd., Jefferson City ~ (573) 635-6767

www.KayserChiro.com

S e r v i n g  t h e
c o m m u n i t y

s i n c e  1 9 6 2 !

KINDNESS IMPACTS PHYSICAL HEALTH
Kindness improves the immune system 
in the recipient, the person giving the 

kindness and even ones observing the act...
GO SPREAD THE LOVE!
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On air
Mustard Seed

Sunday Scripture readings
and reflections

Sundays, 10:06 am, KWIX-
AM 1230, Moberly

Sundays, 8 am, KRLL-AM 
1420, California

EWTN and other 
Catholic programming

Covenant Radio Network 
broadcasts

KHJR 88.1 FM, Jefferson City
KBKC 90.1 FM, Moberly
KEFL 91.5 FM, Kirksville

94.7 FM, Columbia
103.3 FM, Fulton

K216GM 91.1 FM, Canton

Movie Ratings

Ratings are supplied by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops Film 
and Broadcasting Office. Visit www.usccb.org for current reviews.

Morally
Offensive

O
Divine Love (not rated)
Freaky (R)
The Life Ahead (PG-13)
Unhinged (R)

Adults and 
Adolescents

A-II
Come Away (PG)
Come Play (PG-13)
The Croods: A New Age (PG)
The Witches (PG)

Adults

A-III
Fishbowl (not rated)
Half Brothers (PG-13)
The Last Vermeer (R)
Let Him Go (R)
Mank (R)
Martin Eden (not rated)
On the Rocks (R)

The Way of Suffering: 
Readings for an Enlight-
ened Life, edited by Michael 
Leach, James T. Keane and 
Doris Goodnough. Orbis 
Books (Maryknoll, New 
York, 2020). 224 pp., $20.

Reviewed by Timothy Walch 
Catholic News Service 

“Suffering is inevitable, 
but not necessary,” writes 
Thomas Hora in the epi-
graph of this useful new 
book. 

And Hora presents the 
dilemma that has perplexed 
mankind since the begin-
ning of recorded history: 
how can we find value in 
human pain and sorrow?

In The Way of Suffering, 
Michael Leach and his col-
leagues bring together read-
ings from a wide variety of 
contributors. 

It’s the latest volume in a 
series that addresses complex 
human emotions such as 
gratitude, kindness and for-
giveness. 

Although The Way of Suf-
fering is the fourth in order 

Collection helps readers 
find value in human suffering

of publication, the editors 
recommend starting with this 
book before the others.

Why? “The Way of Suffering 
begins at the beginning, with 
our broken world.” 

The editors stress: “Be pa-
tient and choose love, forgive-
ness, gratitude and kindness. 
Miracles will happen again.” 

That’s a good mantra, par-
ticularly for these troubled 

times.
The readings are divided 

into three parts with some-
what cryptic titles. The first 
part, “No Easy Answers,” 
brings together contribu-
tions from a diverse gath-
ering of writers and think-
ers, including Jesuit Father 
James Martin, philosopher 
Marianne Williamson and 
essayist Pico Iyer. This part 
addresses the pain and dark-
ness of suffering.

The second part, “Out 
of Darkness, Light,” offers 
another contribution from 
Williamson as well as selec-
tions from Fathers Richard 
Rohr, Pedro Arrupe, Teil-

hard de Chardin and Thomas 
Merton, among others. 

One of the brightest and 
wisest passages comes from 
comedian Stephen Colbert. 

Together these readings of-
fer hope in times of despair.

The third part is “From 
Light, Love” and alludes to 
the growth that results from 
the pain of suffering and how 
it leads to the peace of hope. 

Contributors include poets 
Naomi Shihab Nye and Sea-
mus Heaney as well as theo-
logians such as Father Henri 
Nouwen, Servite Sister Joyce 
Rupp and Rabbi Steve Leder.

Also of note are the 
“sparks” that link the three 
parts together. These passages 
are aphorisms that enhance 
the ideas reflected in the lon-
ger passages. 

Among those contribut-
ing these sparks are Friedrich 

Nietzsche, St. Teresa of Avila, 
Louis Pasteur, Leonard Co-
hen, Dorothy Day and Pope 
Francis.

As a collection, The Way 
of Suffering is akin to group 
therapy. We hear a number 
of voices, some of great value 
personally and some interest-
ing from a broader perspec-
tive. 

Whatever your estimation 
of these individual offerings, 
you can hear harmony and 
embrace enlightenment.

The contributors sing in 

chorus that suffering can lead 
to love. Why is this so impor-
tant? “If we do not transform 
our pain,” writes Fr. Rohr, 
“we will assuredly transmit it 
— usually to those closest to 
us: our family, our neighbors, 
our coworkers, and invari-
ably, the most vulnerable, our 
children.” 

I can’t think of a better rea-
son to read this book.

Walch is a historian of 
American Catholicism and the 
author of Parish School (2016).

Anthony DeStefano, au-
thor of more than a dozen 
popular books for children 
and adults, wrote his new 
Christmas book, The Grumpy 
Old Ox, to illuminate the 
healing powers of humility 
and faith. 

Amid a culture increasingly 
blinded by pride and vanity, 
DeStefano, vice chairman of 
the Priests for Life pro-life 
organization, spotlights an or-
nery ox to creatively share the 
central message of Christian-
ity: that belief in Jesus leads to 
resurrection and new life.

Illustrated by New York 
Times bestselling artist Rich-
ard Cowdrey, this 36-page 
rhyming picture book tells 
the story of a mean-spirited, 
prideful old ox who has lost 
his sight — both physically 

Stefano’s Christmas book 
highlights healing humility

and spiritually. 
This uplifting, inspiring 

book will delight all Chris-
tians. Catholics especially will 
appreciate its powerful Eucha-
ristic message. 

Connecting the man-
ger, from which the ox eats 
his food, to birth of the Son 
of God, The Grumpy Old 
Ox shows that Jesus is truly 
the Bread of Life who came 
into the world in Bethlehem 
(which means “House of 
Bread”) to feed the hungry, 
restore sight to the blind and 
liberate those captive to sin.

Sophia Institute Press pub-
lishes and distributes faithful 
Catholic classics and new texts 
by the great and enduring fig-
ures of the Catholic intellec-
tual tradition. 

SophiaInstitute.comF
D
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Leaving Your Employer?
Understand Your 401(k) Options.

At Edward Jones, we can explain 
options for your 401(k), including 
leaving the money in your former 
employer’s plan, moving it to your 
new employer’s plan, rolling it 
over to an Individual Retirement 
Account (IRA) or cashing out 
the account subject to tax 
consequences.

To learn more, call today.

100% GREEN, 101% COOL

GEOTHERMAL HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING

Stieferman Heating Company 573-635-3547
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Daily Readings
Sunday, Dec 13
THIRD SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT
Is. 61:1-2a, 10-11
(Ps.) Lk. 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54
1 Thes. 5:16-24
Jn. 1:6-8, 19-28

Monday, Dec 14
St. John of the Cross, priest and 

doctor of the Church
Nm. 24:2-7, 15-17a
Ps. 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc, 8-9
Mt. 21:23-27

Tuesday, Dec 15
Zep. 3:1-2, 9-13
Ps. 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19, 23
Mt. 21:28-32

Wednesday, Dec 16
Is. 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25
Ps. 85:9ab, 10, 11-12, 13-14
Lk. 7:18b-23

Thursday, Dec 17
Gn. 49:2, 8-10
Ps. 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17
Mt. 1:1-17

Friday, Dec 18
Jer. 23:5-8
Ps. 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19
Mt. 1:18-25

Saturday, Dec 19
Jgs. 13:2-7, 24-25a
Ps. 71:3-4A, 5-6ab, 16-17
Lk. 1:5-25

Sponsored by

The Holy Father’s prayer intentions for December:
We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ 
be nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer.

Glennon, serving also as community director for the sisters there.
From 1973 to 1980, she served as a dietitian at Saint Louis 

University Hospital (formerly Firmin Desloge). She then re-
turned to St. Mary’s Hospital as a clinical dietitian; she worked in 
dietetics in the SSM Rehab area from 1985 until 1994.

The Sisters of Mary and the Sisters of St. Francis of Nevada, Mis-
souri, were reunited in 1986 to form the Franciscan Sisters of Mary. 

From 1994 to 1998, she was a dietitian at St. Mary’s Ringling 
in Baraboo, Wisconsin. Returning to St. Louis in 1998, she took 
on the role of sacristan and extraordinary minister of the Eucha-
rist at St. Mary of the Angels. 

She moved to The Sarah Community in May 2010.
Sister Mary Evelyn found great fulfillment in serving as a sac-

ristan, especially when preparing for holy days and the sisters’ 
wakes and funerals.

She enjoyed quilting, crocheting afghans, baking, painting 
and providing nutritional guidance.

Surviving are two sisters, Sister Mary Loreda Steinman, FSM; 
and Sister Donna Marie Steinman FSM, both of Bridgeton. 

A Memorial Mass was to be offered in the chapel at The Sarah 
Community in Bridgeton on a future date. 

A version of this article was published in the St. Louis Review, 
newspaper of the St. Louis archdiocese. 

SR. MARY EVELYN
From page 17

CCCNMO
From page 15

God’s command to help im-
migrants and refugees echoes 
throughout the Old and New 
Testaments, the teachings of 
the Church Fathers, numerous 
papal encyclicals and the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church. 

It’s a point of agreement 
among a broad array of people 
of faith and goodwill. 

“It crosses so many divides 
and helps create so many beau-
tiful partnerships throughout 
society,” said Mr. Lester.

He doesn’t believe helping 
people who are already here 
and helping people who need 
to come here are mutually ex-
clusive.

“I would ask the question: 
isn’t there a way we can do 
both?” he said. “We’re not talk-
ing about opening up our bor-
ders. But we are and always have 
been a nation of immigrants.

“I would argue that ulti-
mately, if you look at the re-
sources we could bring to bear 
to provide services for people, 
we have more than enough to 
go around to address the issues 
we have at home as well as wel-
come folks who are fleeing war, 

terror, violence and persecution 
in their own home,” he said. 

He pointed out that less than 
1 percent of refugees through-
out the world ever resettle any-
where. 

Of those, “a fraction of a 
fraction of a fraction” come to 
the United States,” he said. 

“We do look upon people 
throughout the world, includ-
ing those who are being perse-
cuted for their religious beliefs, 
as our brothers and sisters,” he 
stated. 

Ways to help
Ms. Moog pointed out that 

the presumptive incoming presi-
dential administration will likely 
vastly increase the number of 
people who are eligible for refu-
gee status in this country. 

She noted that grants and 
contracts don’t cover all Catho-
lic Charities costs of resettling 
people. 

“We rely heavily on dona-
tions and our volunteers,” she 
said. “People can help by volun-
teering and by donating money, 
household goods and in-kind 
services.” 

Through December, 
people can help Catholic 
Charities resettlement and 
immigration services by con-
tributing online through the 

CoMoGives campaign at:
comogives.com/

product/catholic-charities-
refugee-and-immigration-

services

themselves, that migrants should 
be treated with dignity and 
should be able to make claims 
for asylum — these are things 
that resonate with me,” she said. 

She noted that 79.5 million 
people in the world have been 
forcibly displaced, 26 million 
of whom are refugees with no-
where to go.

“That’s an incredible num-
ber of people whose lives are in 
limbo and who are waiting to 
be resettled,” she said. 

“I think there’s a humanitar-
ian call to action that needs to 
be responded to,” she added. 

She noted that the U.S. 
government vets refugees more 
thoroughly than any other peo-
ple who come to this country. 

“They go through extensive 
interviews and background 
checks,” she said.

Evidence also shows that ref-
ugees who resettle in the United 
States contribute billions of dol-
lars more in tax revenue each 
year than the cost of any ben-
efits they received, she stated.

“Beautiful partnerships”
Mr. Lester pointed out that 

VACCINE
From page 1

the state’s bishops noted.
“Everyone should have access to a safe and 

effective vaccine, and no one should have to 
face being inoculated with a vaccine derived 
in an unethical manner,” they stated. 

However, referring to the 2008 “Instruc-
tion on Certain Bioethical Questions” (“Dig-
nitatis Personae”) by the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, the bishops concluded 
that “preserving one’s health and that of oth-
ers outweighs the remote association with 
past abortions which were neither desired nor 
intended by those now using the vaccines.”

The diocese also distributed a Nov. 20 
memo from Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend, Indiana, chairman of the 
USCCB Committee on Doctrine, and Arch-
bishop Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City, 
Kansas, chairman of the USCCB Commit-
tee on Pro-Life Activities, to their fellow U.S. 
bishops.

“Neither the Pfizer nor the Moderna vac-
cine involved the use of cell lines that origi-
nated in fetal tissue taken from the body of an 
aborted baby at any level of design, develop-
ment or production,” the two prelates stated. 
“They are not completely free from any con-
nection to abortion, however, as both Pfizer 
and Moderna made use of a tainted cell line 
for one of the confirmatory lab tests of their 
products.

“There is thus a connection, but it is rela-
tively remote,” they continued. “Some are as-
serting that if a vaccine is connected in any 
way with tainted cell lines, then it is immoral 
to be vaccinated with them. This is an inac-
curate portrayal of Catholic moral teaching.”

Bishop Rhoades and Archbishop Naumann 
cited three Vatican documents that “treat 
the question of tainted vaccines”: “Dignita-
tis Personae”; the 2005 study by the Pontifi-
cal Academy for Life, “Moral Reflections on 
Vaccines Prepared from Cells Derived From 
Aborted Human Fetuses”; and the 2017 
“Note on Italian Vaccine Issue,” by the Pon-
tifical Academy for Life.

All three sources “make it clear that, at the 
level of the recipient, it is morally permissible 
to accept vaccinations when there are no al-
ternatives and there is a serious risk to health,” 
the bishops wrote. 

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann’s and Bish-
op Rhoades’s memo can be found online by 
searching “vaccines for COVID” at

usccb.org

Missouri’s question-and-answer page on 
COVID-19 vaccines can be found at:

covidvaccine.mo.gov/facts/

Julie Asher is a reporter for Catholic News 
Service. 
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St. Anthony Parish in Cam-
denton set a new record for 
home deliveries during its 15th 
annual free Thanksgiving Day 
Caring and Sharing Dinner 
this year. 

Volunteers delivered 182 
“heat and eat” Thanksgiving 
meals to people who are home-
bound, at 71 locations in the 
city. 

“This was the largest num-
ber we have seen in delivered 
meals since we sponsored the 
free dinner in 15 years,” stated 
St. Anthony parishioners Lisa 
Black-Schwandt and Joyce 

Record number receive free Thanksgiving dinner in Camdenton

Robins, co-chairs of the event’s 
organizing committee. “It was 
a huge success even in the 
midst of COVID-19.” 

Due to the pandemic, the 
beloved tradition of welcoming 
people into the St. Anthony 

Volunteers present heat-
and-serve Thanksgiving 
meals drive-thru-style out-
side St. Anthony Church in 
Camdenton on Thanksgiv-
ing Day. 

Parish Hall to share a hot meal 
had to be scuttled this year. 

Nonetheless, people came 
to the church to pick up 468 
dinners curbside for them to 
heat and enjoy at home. 

“The total diners for this 
year came 650,” the organiz-
ers stated. “Last year’s total was 
571 served.”

One person walked to the 
church to receive a meal, “and 
we loaded him up with food,” 
said Mrs. Black-Schwandt. 

Organizers said the spirit 
of caring was also in evidence 
by the number of volunteers 
who helped prepare the meal, 
wash the dishes, pack the food 
in bags, coordinate with local 
grocery stores, deliver the meals 
and assist in many other ways. 

“Volunteers included entire 
families, and many were from 
other faith communities,” the 
organizers noted. 

The parish offers the free 
meals each year to people who 
are homebound, alone or sim-
ply seeking fellowship and a 
good meal. 

“It was truly a day of 

Thanks-giving: a day of caring 
and a day of sharing ... sharing 
our many blessings with oth-
ers,” organizers said.

Mrs. Black-Schwandt said 
the volunteers especially felt like 
they were serving God this year.

I felt like we did what we 
needed to do,” she said. “It was 
a great day, we had wonderful 
volunteers. Our community 
really appreciated this day of 
giving.”

St. Brendan in Mexico 
to hold carry-out dinner 
for Christmas

Due to COVID 19, St. 
Brendan Parish’s annual Christ-
mas Day Dinner in Mexico will 
be carry-out and delivery (with-

in Mexico city limits) only.
Meals will be available from 

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Christ-
mas Day. 

Volunteers are being sought 
to help cook and pack the 
meals, work the carry-out line 
and deliver meals to people 
who are homebound.

All volunteers must be com-
pliant with diocesan safe-envi-
ronment regulations and com-
plete the VIRTUS Protecting 
God’s Children for Adults 
training. 

To volunteer or make a 
monetary donation, call or text 
Amy Fisher at 816-510-7900.

To request delivery of a 
meal, call 573-253-8316 by 
noon on Wednesday, Dec. 23.

The Bonnots Mill Commu-
nity Betterment Association 
will hold its seventh annual 
drive-through Live Nativity on 
Sunday, Dec.13, from 5:30- 
7:30 p.m.

Signs will guide drivers past 
illuminated displays along the 
hilly streets.

Donations are welcome for 
maintenance projects in the 
200-year-old town.

Bonnots 
Mill Live 
Nativity

Are you interested in 
strengthening your bonds as 
a family, deepening your faith 
in the Catholic Church, and 

working with like-minded men 
to help support your church 

and community?

If so, please consider joining 
the Knights of Columbus.

Join us in membership 
as we celebrate

our founder,  
Fr. McGivney’s
beatification.

www.kofc.org/joinus Use Code: MCGIVNEY2020
FREE thru Dec. 31

Why Join?

Lead with Faith…

Serve Others…

Protect Your Family…

Defend Your Values...

 Charity ♦ Unity ♦ Fraternity ♦ Patriotism

HILKE’S
ICE

Supplying ice for parish picnics, weddings
and any occasion you might have.

573-744-5500

Call us today!

Freeburg, Mo.

CREATE A LEGACY 
THAT LASTS A LIFETIME

WITH A CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS 

  Fixed – rate annuity payments for life,  
 one or two people

  Immediate and future tax benefits

  A payment schedule tailored to your needs

 Knowing that you will help Catholics  
 in need in our diocese

With a Catholic Gift Annuity, you can secure the future for yourself 
and your loved ones, and give a lasting gift for your parish, school or our diocese.

For a personalized proposal, contact:

catholicgiftannuity.org

Jake Seifert
Director of Development & Missions
Diocese of Jefferson City
2207 West Main Street, Jefferson City MO 65109-0914
development@diojeffcity.org • 573-635-9127

 ANNUAL 
AGE PAYOUT RATE

60–64                  3.9–4.2%

65–69                  4.2–4.6%

70–74                    4.7–5.2%

75–79                   5.4–6.2%

80–84                   6.5–7.4%

85–89                   7.6 –8.4%

90+                                8.6%
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